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The annual AFMC Conference took place at 2nd Presbyterian 

Church, Little Rock, on September 13.  A group of 26 members 

attended and Misha Galant, one of the 2025 NFMC Young Art-

ists, joined the group for lunch.  Highlights of the conference in-

cluded:   

1. Voting to have only one state meeting a year and the meeting (whether 

Convention or Conference) to take place in September.   

2. Recognizing changes in the NFMC naming of departments.  Music in 

Schools and Colleges is now Music in Education and the chair of that 

department is Gloria Grilk.  International Music Performance has been 

changed to Ethic Performance. The title of NFMC Executive Director 

has been changed to Office Manager.   The recently hired NFMC Office 

Manager is Ashley Mattingley.  

3. Suzanne Babbie and Dr. Thomas Bolton were recognized as the recipi-

ents of the South Central Region Servant Leadership Awards.  

4. Dr. George Keck presented a history of the Young Artist Tour in Arkan-

sas which began in 1960!  Amazing!  

5. Carol Moore, AFMC Vice-President, gave each attendee a folder with 

all forms needed to report to NFMC about club activities. 

6. Linda Ridener Dickson, of Fort Smith, was presented with a $500 check 

and Award Certificate as the recipient of the Grilk-Febro Arkansas 

Woman Composer Award 2025. 

AFMC September Conference 2025 

Happy Thanksgiving 

to you all! 
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6. Dr. Tom Bolton presented ñA New Name: A New Visionò about the change in name and focus 

of the Hot Springs Music Connection.   

7. Dr. Ouida Keck announced that the NFMC FAMA fund for advancement of musical arts, of 

which she is Chair, granted $5,000 to OIO in the spring. 

8. Dr. George Keck was recognized for his service to NFMC and AFMC by Gloria Grilk. 

9. Jolene Williams, Festival Chair, reported on new ideas and plans for the AFMC Junior Division.  

A newsletter for Juniors, The Junior Beat, will be sent to teachers and students twice a year.  

Plans are underway to host a Junior Day (separate from a state meeting) that will take place in 

the Spring, 2026. 

10. Cynthia Augspurger, AFMC Chair of Music in Education, reminded clubs to send in reports and 

especially for Music in Education.  

11. Dr. Chris Thompson conducted an exemplary memorial service for the 15 AFMC members that 

passed in 2024-25.  Those remembered included:  Marsha Treat, Dr. Robert Houston, Rob-

ert Betts, Mary Green, Dr. Jackie Flowers, Dick Gladden, Mary Ellen White, Dr. John San-

ford, Don Bingham, Dr. Ann Chotard, Audrey Reeves, Maretha Rosenbaum, Catherine 

ponder, and Joyce Rose.  Music for the service was provided by Sally Martens, flute, and 

Nancy Griffin, piano.  

12. Carol Moore was presented the ñSpirit of AFMCò award by Kathie White. 

13. A total of $556 was raised through the Silent Auction items and registration giving. 
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Conference attendees whose mothers were re-

membered in the Memorial Service: (l-r) Janine 

Tiner, Marla Quimby, Kathie White, Carol Moore, 

& Kathryn Coleman.  Dr. Chris Thompson led the 

beautiful service as he acknowledged each person 

with interesting information about their lives and 

contributions to AFMC.  Music was provided by 

sisters, Nancy Griffin and Sally Martens (below).   

  

 

(left)  Tom Bolton speaking on the chang-

es with the Hot Springs Music Connection.  

 

(right.)  George 

Keck presenting 

NFMC news and 

the history of the 

        Young Artists 

           Tour in Arkansas.  

 

 

 

(left) Club Presidents receiving NFMC Awards 

for Club Reporting.  Arlene Biebesheimer for 

Andante Music Club, Tom Bolton for Hot 

Springs Music Connection, Kathie White, Su-

zanne Babbie for Little Rock Coterie, & Gloria 

Grilk, NFMC Chair.  

Scenes from the AFMC Conference 2025 


