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AFMC August Newsletter 2024

Don’t miss two important AFMC Events

Happening in September!

NFMC Young Artist Concerts

AFMC Conference on September 14

Plan to hear Anna Han, NFMC Young
Artist, at one of her concerts across our
state. Take a friend or student with you!

Monday September 9 Arkadelphia
Tuesday September 10 Texarkana
Thursday September 12 Monticello

Friday September 13 Little Rock
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7 Y Sunday September 15 Bella Vista
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Make plans now to attend!
AFMC CONFERENCE

Saturday, September 14, 2024
10 am—2:30 pm
Second Presbyterian Church
Little Rock, AR

Registration form is on the last page of this
newsletter. Please copy and mail in your reg-
istration. Details on the form. It will also be
on the AFMC website soon at
https://www.arkansasfmc.org/
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Why should | go to the September Conference?

Because...

...I'm a member of a Federated Music Club
...I’'m an officer in my local music club
...I'm an AFMC Chair
...l like to know what’s going on in the state
...l like to know what’s going on in NFMC
...l ‘d like to know more about my role in my music club
...| need some new ideas
... need some new motivation
... need training for my role
...I'd like to see friends and have fellowship
...I'd like to hear some beautiful music
...I'd like to brag about what my club has been doing
...I'd like to have some understanding of the problems my club faces
...| want to support my organization

What will happen at the Conference
to make it worth my time?

Learn how to become a “music influencer” in my community...Music performed by the
William Yick Award Winners...Music by the Arkansas Febro Grilk Woman Composer
2024...Lunch with Anna Han...training for club presidents, treasurers, other offic-
ers...training for AFMC Chairs and an in-hand packet of forms used for reporting club
activities...a memorial service for our AFMC members that have
passed this last year... reports on new developments at NFMC... vot-
fJ ing on changes to the Bylaws and Standing Rules...Updates on OIO
' development and our AR750I0 Challenge...fun, food, fellowship...and

- a silent auction (baked goods allowed plus other items).
‘ - Registration Form on back of Newsletter!
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AFMC Districts
We have two districts in AFMC A M

now: North and South. This Music, Art. & Poety Sthubert Club
was voted on at the Convention Jonesboro
in 2023. Changes to the Bylaws ol
regarding Districts will be voted 4 A

on at the September Confer- ey =

ence. These include: N

Lattle Rock Musacal Cotene

1. Each district will elect at least
two officers, President and MacPCngs
Treasurer. The district may Pine Bluf
. Musical Coterie
also elect other officers, but Arkadelphia
Philharmonic Club
must have at least these two
officers.
2. Hosts for conventions will ro- AR-TX Music

tate between the two Districts. \/‘\\ .

Monticello
Music Club

2025 Convention is in the
North District—Bella Vista
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Don’t forget Auction Items (worth

at least $10) for the Silent Auction AFM(Iinigzzs_;; %%;%ntlon
at the AFMC Conference! This Northwest AR Community College
year you can also bring baked Bella Vista, AR

goods. Wonder if they will make

it all the way home??7..... May 4 — 11, 2025

National Music Week
Theme: "Music is...unstoppable”

June 10- 14, 2025
2025 NFMC Convention
Austin Hilton Airport Hotel

& Austin, Texas
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Become a Music Influencer in your Community

How many of these names do you know? 1. Radmila Lolly 2. Ray Chen
3. Yuja Wang 4. Drew Alexander Forde 5. Tiffany Poon 6. Augustin Hadelich
7. Joyce DiDonato 8. Alice Sarah Ott 9. Igor Levitt 10. James Ehnes

These people are considered the top ten online classical music influencers to-
day. The only person | recognized on the list was Joyce DiDonato. These people
are called “influencers” because they have an online presence, usually through In-
stagram or TikTok, that has a massive group of followers. They are influencers be-
cause they post performances, artists, music that they recommend to their follow-
ers. There are all kind of online influencers: fashion, literary, art, interior design,
cooking, gardening, politics, etc. Certainly, some of these influencers are in it for
the money and are actually paid by companies to “influence” their followers. (Think
Kardashians.) Other influencers just want to spread the joy of what they love to do.

This has made me think that being an influencer is part of our role as mem-
bers of our music clubs. In our NFMC Collect, we ask God to “help us share the gift
of music with all mankind and to bring the spiritualizing force of music to the inner
life of our nation.” This seems like a lofty goal to “share with all mankind and to
reach our entire nation” with the gift of music, but we actually do that by being a part
of our local clubs, the Arkansas Federation, and the National Federation,

Just think how much more attainable this goal is today because of social me-
dia (love it or hate it). We are able to share our gift of music with so many more be-
yond the confines of our towns and communities. | do think if we can see ourselves
as music influencers in our communities rather than just members of a club, it will
make a difference in what we do and how we go about it. How can we do that?
Here'’s a few ideas:

1. Go to the NFMC website and type Tech Tips in the search window. There are 5
different documents you can download. These were created by Julie Watson
and Valerie Harris and they explain and show how to become more involved with
social media (how to create a website, join a social media platform, how to post,
tips to remember to keep it relevant, do’s and don’ts, etc.) A great resource!

2. Begin posting club events/programs on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok
that will make your club’s presence known in the community. Have your club
make a fun TikTok short video at your next meeting or event and put it out there!

3. Join the AFMC and NFMC Facebook groups and share their posts to your
Facebook page. We may not see masses attending our meetings, but our pres-
ence and the awareness of our music will extend to many, many more.
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Another idea outside of social media: Look at some of the “report forms” in the
different NFMC divisions to get some excellent, practical ideas that can musically in-
fluence your community. Have a look at a few on the list of activities listed on the Mu-
sic in Schools and Colleges report form. Has your club tried any of these?

Members attend elementary, high school and/or college musical performances
Invite state award winners (Yick winners) to perform at a club meeting
Financially help support a school music program

Volunteer in a school music department

Club members served on school board, PTA, band or choir parents

Host a performance by a school organization

Present a music club performance/program at a local school

Host a presentation by a music educator

Introduce NFMC & AFMC Membership to a local music administrator or educator
Publicize AFMC scholarships available to students in high school and/or college
Distribute information about NFMC awards to schools & colleges in your area

New Festival and Festival Cup Chair
Jolene Williams

Please "meet" our new AFMC Festival and Festival
Cup Chair, Jolene Williams.

Jolene has been chairing the Hot Springs Jr. Festival
for 5 years. She also served on the AFMC 2023
Convention Committee and was a great asset to that
group and event.

She is a 1995 graduate of Ouachita Baptist Universi-
ty with a Bachelor of Music in theory/composition.
She has taught private piano and voice lessons in
Hot Springs, AR for 29 years.

Jolene states “| am looking forward to an exciting

Festival season, but most importantly to the Festival Area Chairs: | sent an email on
Monday, August 5" from triplej97 @yahoo.com. If you didn’t receive it, please check
your spam, or reach out to me via email or text (501-545-6374). The AFMC website
does not have updated festival information and forms yet. These details will be com-
ing from me to the area chairs via email.”



mailto:triplej97@yahoo.com
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Winner of the Febro Grilk
2024 Arkansas
Woman Composer Award

$500

Ellen Foncannon Stephenson

The Febro Grilk 2024 Arkansas Woman Composer Award win-

ner is Ellen Stephenson for her composition "lvory Tower". It
may be classed as an art song potentially for 2 or 4 voices. It has been evaluated by a very expe-
rienced collaborative pianist who describes it as a "truly lovely, gentle piece of music that should

be a joy to perform".

Ellen Foncannon Stephenson’s Biography!

What happens when you’re eight years old and fall in love with the piano?

You become the church organist in the fourth grade and play for the next 60+ years.
You play the Beatles “She Loves You” for the fifth grade talent show and suddenly you are
booking your 2025 concert season.

You sell over a million copies of a crazy musical parody “Cold and Fugue Season”.
(Thank you, Mr. Bach.)

You start writing music and can’t stop. (700+ songs)

You start recording music and can’t stop. (3 albums so far)

You find students at your door and let them in. A thousand or so later and you’re an ex-
pert.

You find Boomwhackers Musical Tubes and make a business out of them.

You can’t imagine your life without music. You are truly blessed!




OPERA

AT INSPIRATION POINT
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Kathie White AFMC President

AIR-75-0I0

AFMC President’s Challenge
to all Clubs and Members

| am challenging each club and every member of AFMC
to give a “75” to OIO this year! I’ve already sent my $7.50 check in...will you
join me in supporting the 75th Anniversary of Opera in the Ozarks and the
Grand Opening of the new Theater and Facilities in 2025? $7.50 may not seem
like much but it is definitely doable and if every member of AFMC gives $7.50
we will have raised over $2,000. If each club gives a “club gift” of $75, that is
an additional $825. Does your club like a challenge and love to do some fund-
raising? Consider taking up the Club OlO Fundraiser Challenge by raising an
additional $750 for OIO’s 75th! Individuals may send in separate checks or
clubs can gather all checks and send in one check to Jimmie.

Send all checks to our state treasurer:

Jimmie Stephens
2287 Boston Avenue
New Boston, TX 75570




What’s Been Happenihg up in Jonesboro?
Treble Clef Club of Jonesboro
Dennis Hay/President

In September 2023 our Club presented a check for $5,000 to the HOWL Program at
Arkansas State University. (Read about the Howl Program on the next page.) This is
a new program designed to help college-aged Special Needs students.

=== The Club also purchased and placed a bench at the
=== Craighead County Public Library which is in Jones-
boro. This was dedicated to the memory of Shirley
£ Foust, former president of Treble Clef Club. She
I served as a state president of the Arkansas Federa-
el tion of Music Clubs. We also sent Opera in the
< # Ozarks a check for $650 in memory of Shirley

Foust.

During the year, we had a choral group from Jones-
boro High School perform for our club. We had in-

B strumentalists and vocalists from Arkansas State

& ‘-' University present a program of sacred music during
another club meeting.

In January several of our members presented a program of classical and popular pi-
ano duets. Our Junior Festival was held in February. Our club had 122 entrants who

participated in the festival. The next month our program featured the festival superior
winners.

The fundraising project of the club was a pecan sale which raised over two-thousand
dollars. With the proceeds, the club was able to award scholarships to four music
students at Arkansas State University.

In the photo on the next page, Dr. Kristin Johnson, HOWL Program Director, is shown receiving the
$5000 donation from Treble Clef Club President, Dennis Hay. Also pictured on the far right is Mrs.
Lansford and students currently in the HOWL program
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ASU HOWL
Program

Mrs. Pat Qualls and Mrs.
Julia Lansford, longtime
Treble Clef Club mem-
bers, had the opportunity
to direct ten outstanding
concerts which highlight-
ed musical performances
by special needs stu-
dents. The concerts were

tary donations. These women saw the positive interaction that can happen with
music and special needs. The eleventh concert had to be cancelled because of
the Covid outbreak.

Pat Qualls, Director of the Special Needs Concerts, polled donors about their 2020
donations to the Treble Clef Club Special Needs Account. Most of these generous
donors agreed to leave those monies so they could be used by the Treble Clef
Club to fund a special needs project. Mrs. Lansford, Assistant Director and vocal
teacher, spoke with an ASU representative who suggested possible special needs
projects. Treble Clef Club members voted to donate $5000 to a new program es-
tablished in 2019. Members felt that the HOWL program would be very beneficial
to our special needs community and would spread the joy of music. Helping Our
Wolves Learn (HOWL) is a transition program which helps accomplish ASU's mis-
sion of bringing the A-State experience to students with intellectual disabilities and
autism. This program provides mentoring, social skills, career planning, independ-
ent living skills and tutoring to special needs students.
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South Central Region Award recipients will be recognized during
Servant LeaderShip Awards July Federation Days meetings, at our AFMC
Some of you may have heard of the South September Conference, and in our AFMC
Central Region Servant Leadership Awards newsletter. They will receive a certificate and
but you really don’t know what it is about. a specially designed pin.

Certainly, the title gives the idea that a leader
is really a servant of the cause. It was insti-
gated back in 2012 by Gloria Grilk, when she
was South Central Region Vice-President. It
is a way to recognize those in each state of

AFMC Servant
Leadership Awards

the Region as an outstanding leader/servant 2012 Janice Swiggart, Byron Reeves

for their state. Our region is made up of 5
states: Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Oklaho-

ma, & Texas.

2014
Any club or club member can nominate a per-

son for the award by contacting Betty Pierce, 2015
Chair of the awards, filling in a form about the 2016
nominee, and sending a $50 check to NFMC
South Central Region. This gift helps Ol0Oto 2017
provide scholarships for singers and instru-

2018

mentalists for the summer season.

2019

We all know people in our clubs, district, or

state level who go the extra mile in serving. 2021
They are often the first and last at meetings,

helping to plan, arrange, set-up, take-down, 2022
promoting music and the music club in the 2023
community, etc. Why not consider honoring
someone in your club by contacting Betty for 2024

more information?

Betty Pierce
BLpierce834@outlook.com

2013 Dr. George Keck, Gloria Grilk,
Martha McKelvey, Barbara Baugh

Frank Wicks

Audrey Reeves

Thelma Kern

Adam Savacool

Alice Martinson

Dr. Ouida Keck

Donna Smith

Betty Pierce, Kathie White
Dr. Nancy Preis, Janine Tiner

Jimmie Stephens,
Dr. Chris Thompson
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AFMC 2024 Servant Leadership Awards

Jimmie Stephens

Member of the Wednesday Music Club/AR-TX Connec-
tion Music Club in Texarkana since 2013.

Served for several years as the yearbook and hospital-
ity chair. z

Became the Treasurer of AFMC in 2016 and continues
with this position to present.

Attended NFMC national Conventions and Confer-
ences several times

Also presently serving as the NFMC Individual Mem-
bership Chair.

Dr. Chris Thompson

Associate Professor of Music — Wil-
liams Baptist University (1998 — pre-
sent)

Faculty Advisor — Mu Phi Epsilon Int’l.
Music Fraternity, Zeta Alpha chapter

Member, Deacon & Sunday School
Teacher — First Baptist Church, Wal-
nut Ridge, AR

Member & Chaplain — The Gideons In-
ternational, Lawrence County chap-
ter

AFMC

President of Schubert Music Club of
Walnut Ridge (approximately 20
years)

Served term as AFMC Vice President
and briefly as AFMC President (prior
to Vicki Carr)

Served on William Yick Scholarship
Committee

AFMC Chaplain since 2019
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Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs

Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs

Official Call

AFMC Conference - Saturday, September 14, 2024
Second Presbyterian Church — Room 62
600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, AR 72227
10:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

The AFMC Conference will consist of a memorial service, a business session, training for Club President,
Treasurer, Chairs, and Jr. Festivals. We will have great fellowship, lunch, performances by our Yick Schol-
arship winners, Women Composer Award winner, and a silent auction. More detailed information will be
given at the beginning of September.

Registration

Name E-mail:
Address

City State Zip
Club Club office

AFMC Office or Chair

Luncheon Choice: Lunch will be prepared by the kitchen staff at Second Presbyterian. Please choose one:
__ Chicken Salad sandwich on croissant, chips, fruit, cookie

__ Smoked Turkey with salsa cream cheese wrap, chips, fruit, cookie

__ Vegetarian meal with spinach wrap, chips, fruit, cookie

Dietary Restrictions: Please list:

Silent Auction Fund-Raiser: All members are asked to contribute a minimum of one item or pay $10.00. The silent auction
items are not “yard sale” or gag gift quality, but items that would be worth at least $10. Baked items are also accepted!

Yes, | will bring an item for the fund-raiser. Make checks payab|e to
| will donate $10 for the Silent Auction. $ AFMC- Please send regis-
o tration form and check to:
Registration Fee: $10.00 $_10.00
Lunch Fee: $15.00 $ 15.00
| wish to contribute to AFMC. $ Carol Moore
Total  $ 11164 Frisco Drive

Farmington, AR 72730
Registration Deadline: Friday, September 6, 2024




