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2024 AFMC
)X' Conference Report iY

The 2024 AFMC Conference was held in Little Rock on Saturday,
September 14, and 37 AFMC members attended. This was an (i
encouraging increase of 11 people from last year’s conference.

An updated 2024-25 AFMC Directory was distributed to those in ‘
attendance. The updated AFMC Bylaws will be placed on the

‘ AFMC website and not distributed on paper or by email. A treas-
urer’s report, investment chair’s report, and the Finance commit- )ZL
tee’s report were also given. Business items approved at the

( iconference included the following:
1. Clarification of the two districts and responsibilities regard-

ing hosting conventions and election of at least two district offic-
’ ers: president and treasurer. These officers will be elected at the X(
2025 Convention in May.
2. Change of name from AFMC Auditor to Financial Reviewer.
Many states have moved to this for financial reviews.
3. Clarification of officer nomination process because of bien-

nial conventions. i
4, Addition of Investment Chair to Finance Committee (
5. Several name changes relevant to IPCA and OIO were
}X’ made in the Bylaws (the name IPFAC is no longer used) ‘
6. Nominating committee (Frank Ferguson, Chris Thompson,
& Dannie Morrison) recommended Dr. George Keck as AFMC
Representative to NFMC and Gloria Grilk as AFMC Member-at- %
Large on the NFMC Board. This was passed.
‘ 7. All current AFMC officers are willing to continue serving in ’
2025-27.

TII2 ALY 122X




Lydia Evanson,

ing the service.

Ellen Foncannon Ste-
phenson, winner of the
Grilk AFMC Woman
Composer Award, was
given a check for $500
and an award certificate

| from AFMC.

Jolene Williams sang
Ellen’s winning composi-
tion, “The Ivory Tower”,
accompanied on piano
by Ellen.

Ferguson, Katherine
Stanick, Mikal Van Scott,
and Tom Treat.

Sally Martens played
“The Prayer” on flute dur-

Dr. Chris Thompson, Conference

AFMC Chaplain, led a

service in memory of Dr. Cameos ‘24

Laura

-5

Jimmie Stephens, AFMC Treasurer
(left) and Dr. Chris Thompson, AFMC
Chaplain (right), received the South Cen-
tral Region Servant Leadership Awards
from Betty Pierce, Chair of the Award.
Martha Sheets and Carolyn Walker al-
so received the award but were absent.
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2024 Yick Scholarship Award Winners performed for the Conference. Nakira Bates
(left) performed Beethoven’s Sonate Op. 2, No. 1 and Liebestrausm No. 3 by Liszt.

Kris Campbell (right) performed Someone to Watch Over Me (arr. Joseph Turria)
and accompanied by Janine Tiner on piano.

These club presidents received NFMC
recognition for their club’s involvement
with Music in Schools and Colleges.
Kathie White (AFMC President (left)
presented the awards to Nancy Noyes,
NWA Music, Art, & Poetry Students, Dr.
Dennis Hay, Jonesboro Treble Clef
Club, Jo Evans, Bella Vista Andante
Club, and Dr. Chris Thompson, Walnut
Ridge Schubert Music Club.

Dr. Maggie Garrett, (left) AFMC
Opera Chair, gave an updated report
on the developments at Opera in the
Ozarks and Inspiration Point Center
for the Arts.

Cynthia Augspurger, (right) new
Chair of Music in Schools and Colleg-
es, encouraged the group with ideas
for involvement with local schools.
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It was a privilege to
have Anna Han,
NFMC Young Artist
2024, to share lunch
and her thoughts on
performance with the

group.

Gloria Grilk, Chair of
PPA, kept the group
reminded about send-
ing in dues for past
presidents.

Donwt
Forget!
y

Senior Clubs
Treasurer’s Report

i S Due: November 1
5 ;"‘?,#'.',';',“,"‘ Send to: AFMC Treasurer:
S Jimmie Stephens

P 2287 Boston Ave
New Boston, TX 75570
Hurrh! Hurrah! Gloria Grilk was

(903) 276-7139
presented with the first Spirit of

AFMC Award by President Kathie Late Fee: $10.00
White.

A ol limmieloustephen mail.com
imfﬁ \ 1 ieloustephens@gmail.co
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Parade of
American
Music
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AFMC 2025 Convention
May 2-3, 2025
Northwest AR Community College
Bentonville, AR

November is the NFMC Parade of
American Music Month! Look up
Form AM 1-1 on the NFMC website
for information, ideas and require-
ments to celebrate American Mu-
sic month in your community. This
award is for promoting/performing
music by American composers
(not necessarily patriotic). Your
entry could win your club a mone-
tary award of $300, $200, or $100!

National Music Week
May 4 — 11, 2025
Theme: "Music is...Unstoppable"

2025 NFMC Convention
June 10- 14, 2025
Austin Hilton Airport Hotel
Austin, Texas
x| e : .
4+ 09 It's not too early to start planning to

celebrate National Music Week in
Nation Al your community in 2025!!
) MUS'C Week M In making plans for NMW week, go to the new-
P) ly designed NFMC website and do a search for
B ns e A otmst "] National Music Week. There you will see two
I ' SRR U e J Ml pages of downloads related to National Music
a,a Week. These include coloring pages for stu-

dents, brochures, mayor and governor procla-
mations, radio scripts, forms, ideas, rules for
the National Music Week Essay Contest
(grades 7-12) and much more! Check it out!

Contact Christine Graham, AFMC Chair of Na-
tional Music Week, for more information.

CELEBRATED ANNUALLY + SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF MUSIC CLUBS
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OIO to Hold 75th Anniversary Gala on May 31, 2025

The Gala Celebration will celebrate the 75th Anniversary of OlO and commemorate
the opening of the new theater and campus of OIO. The event will consist of a dinner
iin the rehearsal hall and a concert featuring OIO alumni singers. The dinner will be
open to the first 100 reservations and the concert limited to those 100 plus 200 con-
cert-only attendees.

/A 2025 SEASON
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Celebmtmg 75years, and theinaugural seasonof our
T newstate of- the art theater o
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1 info coming soon.
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AFMC President’s Challenge
to all Clubs and Members

| am challenging each club and every member of AFMC
to give a “75” to OIO this year! I’ve already sent my $7.50 check in...will you
join me in supporting the 75th Anniversary of Opera in the Ozarks and the
Grand Opening of the new Theater and Facilities in 2025? $7.50 may not seem
like much but it is definitely doable and if every member of AFMC gives $7.50
we will have raised over $2,000. If each club gives a “club gift” of $75, that is
an additional $825. Does your club like a challenge and love to do some fund-
raising? Consider taking up the Club OIO Fundraiser Challenge by raising an
additional $750 for OIO’s 75th! Individuals may send in separate checks or
clubs can gather all checks and send in one check to Jimmie.

Send all checks to our state treasurer:

Jimmie Stephens
2287 Boston Avenue
New Boston, TX 7557

OPERA.

AT INSPIRATION POINT
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: Dear Festival Teachers and Chairs,

As we gear up for a new festival season, | am excited to
announce that we have new teachers joining and former
teachers rejoining our state’s festivals for 2025! Thank you
to those who have invited them and thank you to the area
chairs who are “showing them the ropes.”
| In hopes of bringing in even more teachers and their stu-
dents in the future, | would like to pose a question:

‘ “How can we promote festival participation to teachers we
W know or meet — whether they are currently senior club
members or are not yet members?”

| would like to create a promotional letter or brochure that can be given (emailed) to
prospective teachers: let's communicate the benefits of festival participation to en-
courage teachers to join our ranks! Here are a few of the benefits we listed at our
meeting during the AFMC annual conference September 14™:

Every student can participate, regardless of age or instrument (including Specially
Capable students are able to participate with appropriately modified rules)

Teachers and students have fun discovering new literature and composers

Teachers and students learn from the comments of the adjudicators

Performance opportunity that is non-competitive

Goals to work towards: preparation, ratings, gold or silver cups, scholarships

Also, Gloria Grilk recently reminded us of the bi-annual opportunity for students re-
ceiving Superior ratings to perform for the AFMC State Convention’s “Junior Day”
Honor’s Recital (the next one will be held Saturday May 3, 2025 in Bentonville).

What other benefits are there for festival teachers and students?
Have you created a promotional letter or brochure?

I'd love to see/hear your ideas, so please send them my way! And thank you for in-
vesting your time and talents to foster and promote musical growth in our festival stu-
dents.

Jolene Williams

AFMC State Festival Chair

triplej97 @yahoo.com

P.S. There are forms and fees deadlines for each level of area, state and re-
gional — as you meet your area and state deadlines, we can meet our deadlines to
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regional and national. We don’t want to hold up a region of fives states because a
teacher or an area is late, so thank you for your diligence! Yes, it's a lot of work — but
it is so worth it for our precious students, the future of music!

Junior Composer Corner

A new school year always holds so much promise. I'm sure
we are all always looking for just the right music for each
student and ways to inspire them all to spend time nearly
every day growing as musicians. | hope you will include a
moment of creativity in lessons: improvising, simple ques-
tion-answer playbacks, finding a particular sound (for young
students) like a horn honking, raindrops, a lion roaring, a
ball bouncing in a tennis match .... Moments like this can
inspire students to create a piece of their own!

We are fortunate as members of AFMC/NFMC to have an
outstanding opportunity for our students through the Junior
Composer Contest. | am excited that our new national
chair for this event, Sam Ecoff, has created a helpful video
in which he tells you everything you need to know about this contest. | encourage
you to watch this video:

https://youtu.be/JGOa2NaUUwY

We will follow all the guidelines he mentions
including the February 1 submission dead-
line.

| challenge you to give one of the ideas |
mentioned above a try, even if you start with
only one or two students. You might have a
future composer who has no idea he/she has
that creative spark within. At the very least,

3 J ¢ your students will begin discovering the mar-
$A “N ¥ “N ¥ “ﬁ velous breadth of sounds available, develop
a special friendship with the instrument, and gain a greater appreciation of the piec-
es they are studying.

Creatively yours,

Linda Kennedy
pianolk@aol.com 501-516-4963



mailto:pianolk@aol.com

Page 10

S'”thethght

History of the Walnut Ridge Schubert Music Club

The year was 1928, just before the Wall Street crash of 1929 that led to the Great Depression of

the 1930’s...The date was September 8. A group of local
women met at the home of Mrs. Harry L. Ponder Sr. in
Walnut Ridge. On that night these women welcomed mem-
bers of the Jonesboro Nocturne Club and the state presi-
dent, Mrs. Hal Holt Peel, to organize a music club. The
club was Federated and made a member of the Arkansas
Federation of Music Clubs and the National Federation of
Music Clubs. During that meeting the ladies made several
decisions: naming the club after Austrian composer Franz
Schubert, choosing pink and green as colors, the pink rose
as flower, establishing dues of $2.00 per year, limiting
membership to 20, and selecting the first Monday in each
month at 3:30 p.m. for the first year of meetings.

There were 16 charter members, all prominent citizens
of the community: Miss Frances Andrews, Mrs. Dudley
Bassett, Mrs. Flossie Bridges, Mrs. Lero Cooper, Mrs.

Schubert Club

1928-1929

Walmet Ridge, Arkesas

The first year booklet for
Walinut Ridge Schubert Club 1928-
1929 displays an ornate lyre harp

Samuel W. Gentry, Mrs. George M. Gibson, Mrs. Eddie Glass, Mrs. H. W. Green, Mrs. Ralph C.
Lehman, Mrs. Harry L. Ponder Sr., Mrs. Joe B. Sexton, Mrs. William O. Sexton, Miss Padge Town-

send, Miss Beulah Wayland, Mrs. Naomi Umsted, and Mrs. James J. Sharum.
Officers elected for 1928-1929 were President: Mrs. Harry L. Ponder Sr.; Vice President: Mrs.
Ralph C. Lehman; Recording Secretary: Mrs. Joe B. Sexton; Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. Dudley

Bassett; and Treasurer: Mrs. Samuel W. Gentry.

Little did this newly formed Walnut Ridge Schubert Music Club realize their efforts would culmi-

nate in 96 years of musical service to their community, Northeast Arkansas and the state.

In the early years of the club, each member had to be able to play a musical instrument. Later,
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membership was extended to those who could sing, which increased the size of the organization.

For several years the club held an anniversary meeting on January 31, the date of Franz
Schubert’s birth. The January 31, 1929 meeting consisted of a Schubert program and social held
at a member’s home. On January 31, 1930 the Schubert anniversary program was held in the Wal-
nut Ridge High School Auditorium. Mr. Henry Doughty Tovey, director of the University of Arkan-
sas Music Department was presented in a “Piano Recital” assisted by club member Miss Margue-
rite Cooper, violinist.

The Depression did not deter the club from meeting; instead the members adapted to the
times and continued to meet in member’s homes. A highlight of the 1930s was the sponsorship of
Angelo Cortese, America’s Premiere harpist, in concert assisted by member Miss Beulah Wayland,
pianist. During World War Il the ladies began a Hymn Sing to be held at local churches and on
May 2, 1943 soldiers who were in pilot training at the newly formed Walnut Ridge Army Air Forces
Base were invited to participate. The Enlisted Men’s Chorus, under the direction of Sgt. William At-
kins, presented military songs and featured soloist was Pvt. Rudolph Malizia accompanied by Pvt.
Morris Clarkson. One can only imagine the audience’s reaction to the sound of these young mili-
tary men and their voices. The club received Appreciation Certificates from USO Army and Navy
in 1943 for their support in furnishing refreshments at military Saturday dances and donating a
year’s subscription to “The Etude” for their reading room at the base.

Beginning in 1950 the club’s musical outreach continued in a new format. “The Schubert
Club Time,” which aired on local radio station KRLW, provided listeners a taste of the music perfor-
mances of members presented in a 30-minute program each month . At the January 1952 meeting
the club hosted Mrs. John Zalaker, of the Bell Telephone Company, who presented two motion pic-
ture films of the “Telephone Hour Program,” which showcased the finest in classical and Broadway
music. In April 1953 the club’s outreach extended to supporting the Walnut Ridge High School
Band with the sponsorship of a “New Home Tour.” Tickets sold for 50 cents to tour new homes and
proceeds assisted in purchase of band uniforms.

On October 2, 1954 the District AFMC meeting was held at the Walnut Ridge High School
Cafeteria, and in 1955 local club member Mrs. Exa Recker was elected President of the Northeast
District Federation of Music Clubs. The club made available a music nook at the Lawrence County
Library, which allowed music to be checked out the same as books and the Walnut Ridge High
School Library received monetary support to replace books which were destroyed by the fire in De-
cember 1957.




Schubert ladies

On October 2, 1954 the Northeast
District AFMC meeting was held at the Wal-
nut Ridge High School Cafeteria with the
Schubert Club as host. Club member Mrs.
Exa Recker is pictured front row, far right,

along with other ladies from clubs that

were in attendance.

The 1960-1961 club year experienced a significant increase in membership and programs fo-
cused on the talents of local folk musicians, high school students, and Southern Baptist College mu-
sic faculty. The club continued to grow in membership in the 1970s and club programs highlighted
more musical performances by students from Southern Baptist College music faculty. Band and
choral students from Hoxie High School and Walnut Ridge High School provided entertaining pro-
grams. During “An Evening with Julia Lansford,” Arkansas State University Professor of Music, she
shared her operatic voice in concert in October 1975. A Bicentennial Program by members in cos-
tume representing famous Americans was a highlight of the skit and entertainment for the February
12, 1976 meeting.

The 1981-1982 year’s programs focused on World Music and members enjoyed meeting with
guests’ presentations of Japanese music and classical German organ selections. In early 1984 the
club celebrated two achievements. The National Federation of Music Clubs granted the “Past Presi-
dents Assembly Charter Number 655” to the Schubert Club on March 20 and in April, Miss Clara
Weir was selected and recognized as “The Church Musician of the Year” at the 60th annual AFMC
meeting. The 1990-1991 club year was a return to remembering music of the past with interesting
programs of classical composers, America’s music — jazz, and country music. The Delta Brass
Quintet, local dance students, and members’ piano students performed along with other guest per-
formers’ presentations of classical Spanish guitar, vocal Renaissance music, and the Big Band Era.

Starting in 2001 the club supported local young musicians from violinists, pianists, cloggers, and
the premier of junior and senior recitals of college students from Williams Baptist College. Schubert
Club members were special guests of Dr. J. D. Kelley, Arkansas State University piano instructor,
who provided classical piano selections at his home in Jonesboro. Approaching 2021 the club met
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numerous times at Williams Baptist University to witness various music majors in performance
along with outstanding piano programs provided by Dr. Chris Thompson.

Club booklets, scrapbooks, and minute books provide treasured memories of the club’'s mem-
bers, programs, activities, AFMC and NFMC recognitions, dedication and service to “put music be-
fore the people.”

Current Schubert Club president is Christopher Thompson, Ph.D., associate professor of music
at Williams Baptist University. His strong leadership as president carries on the organization’s lega-
cy. His reflections are timely and challenging:

As we approach the 100-year anniversary of the Walnut Ridge Schubert Music Club in 2028, it
is worthwhile to consider how our club has changed over the years. In the early 2000s, for example,
when [ first became involved with the club, a number of our monthly meetings were held in club
members' homes. But during the past two decades, we have gradually transitioned to meeting pri-
marily in area churches as well as on the campus of nearby Williams Baptist University.

These larger venues have not only allowed us to welcome more visitors to club meetings but
also to increase our visibility within Walnut Ridge and surrounding communities. Another advantage
to meeting in larger, public venues has been greater engagement with the wider community. Hold-
ing meetings at Williams Baptist University, in particular, has afforded Williams’ music students nu-
merous opportunities to share their musical gifts with those beyond our immediate membership.

As the Schubert Club closes in on the one-century mark, | expect that we will need to be on the
lookout for new ways to reach out into our community, finding innovative ways to engage with them
through the medium of music.”

by Darlene Moore, member of Walnut Ridge Schubert Music Club

Kathie’s Comments: A special thank you to Darlene Moore for compiling and writing this history of
the Walnut Ridge Schubert Music Club. | found it inspiring and informative about the club and the
many years of providing music in the northeast section of the state. As we approach Founder’s Day
celebrations in January, | would like to include histories of our Arkansas clubs in the newsletter. It
may be a good idea to find the history (or write a history) of your club, send it to your club members,
and send it to me!




Though the fields lay golden +

Something whispered, “snow.”

+
N

Lenves were green and stirring,

Berries, luster-glossed.

But beneath warm feathers
._Something cautioned, “frost.”

z;ég'll'the sagging orchards

Somethlng told the wild ge
It was time to fly, AR
Summer sun was on thei
Winter in their cry.
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Do you know an aspiring woman composer in your area?

Please spread the word, show the form, print it out, or send the newsletter to some young
woman composer. You might also share it with any college music faculty members in your
area. Here is the Application Form with eligibility requirements:

Febro Grilk Arkansas Woman Composer Award

Entry Form for 2025

Award: $500.00
Second Place Award - $200.00
Ages 16 and older (no boundary)
Deadline: June 30, 2025
Eligibility
*at least two years of residence in Arkansas
*Letter of recommendation

*Picture and Bio
*Permission for all the above to be made public

Composition must not have been published

Composition should be written for voice, single instrument, or ensemble.

Entry Form, Manuscript, and Recording should be sent together by Postal Service.
Composer allows and aids the presentation of piece at an AFMC meeting.

Name
Address
Email
Cell#

Contact for information or Send composition to:
Alice Martinson, 1052 County Road 310, Berryville, AR 72616
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You are Invited by
AFMC North District
May 2-3, 2025

100th Convention
Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs

Convention
Theme:
“A Mosaic of

Music”

National Guest: Deborah Freeman
President of NFMC

Ft. Smith Musical Coterie
Founded 1904
Jonesboro Treble Clef Club
Founded 1906
Walnut Ridge Schubert Music Club
Founded 1928
Russellville Music Club
Founded 1951
Andante of Bella Vista
Founded 1985
NWA Music, Art, Poetry Students
Founded 2016




