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The following report was submitted this month to the NFMC  
Conference as a summary of our AFMC activities for 2023-24 

 
Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs 
NFMC Conference Report 2023-24 

 

The 2023 AFMC Fall Conference was held on September 16 in Little Rock.  Twenty-seven 
AFMC members from across the state enjoyed the day.  The AFMC Districts were voted to 
be restructured to two districts, North and South, from the previous five districts.  Each dis-
trict has 6 clubs with near equal members in each district.  Janine Tiner, member of Little 
Rock Musical Coterie Club, received the South Central Region’s Servant Leadership 
Award for 2023.  The NFMC young artist Leland Ko and his pianist collaborator, Adria Ye, 
joined the group for lunch and provided a delightful, impromptu performance.   

56
th

 Annual Young Artist Tour:  Arkansas’s 56th annual Young Artist tour was a re-
sounding success with Leland Ko, Young Artist, and his piano collaborator, Adria Ye. Five 
concerts were performed across the state and hosted by Monticello Music Club and Pine 
Bluff Musical Coterie, Little Rock Musical Coterie, Andante Club of Bella Vista, Ouachita 
Baptist University and Arkadelphia Philharmonic Club, and Texarkana College and AR-TX 
Music Connection.  The Young Artist Tour continues to be one of the most successful pro-
grams of NFMC and AFMC. Arkansas is especially blessed to have the Yick Endowment 
which supports this annual tour 

It was heartening to see the AFMC Junior Festivals taking placing in February and March 
around the state. AFMC had 13 festival events with over 600 participants.   

AFMC was proud to have the South Central Region winner of the Angie Greer Music in 
Poetry Award.  Julianne Klein is a student of Mary Moon, member of the Ft. Smith 
Musical Coterie.  Her poem was entitled “Play for me, Before I am Gone”.  Another young 
Arkansan, Ethan Chen, was selected as both a Jr. Class IV State and Regional Jr. Com-
poser winner.  He is the student of Linda Kennedy, a member of the Little Rock Co-
terie Club.  

AFMC will participate in the five-state Federation Days Meeting in Eureka Springs, Arkan-
sas.  The meetings this year will be held on July 17-19.  The operas performed at Opera in 
the Ozarks this summer include La Traviata, The Crucible, Beauty and the Beast 
(Giannini) and L’Enfant et les Sortileges.  It is exciting to see the OIO developments 
through the year as a new theater and campus facilities are being built.  Opera in the 
Ozarks is entering its 75

th
 Anniversary and the grand opening celebration of the new thea-

ter will be summer of 2025.  AFMC, along with the four other states of the South Central 
Region, has contributed to the needed projects .  

Collegiate Membership Good News:  During the Covid disruption club and college 
memberships declined, but AFMC has been encouraged since the fall of 2023 to see 8 
Arkansas colleges reunite with NFMC/AFMC this year.   There were only 3 AFMC Colle-
giate members in spring of 2023.  The AFMC Vice-President, Carol Moore, has worked 
diligently to reconnect with the colleges in the state and she has been successful. 

The state president produced 4 AFMC Newsletters in August, October, February, and 
April.  These newsletters can be accessed on the AFMC website:  http://arkansasfmc.org/    

Submitted by Kathie White   AFMC President 
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Opera in the Ozarks  
Summer 2024 Season 

June 21 - July 19 
 

Tickets may be purchased at opera.org 

 

La Traviata       Giuseppi Verdi 

The Crucible         Robert Ward 

Beauty and the Beast    Giannini 

L’Enfant et les Sortileges     Ravel 

South Central Region 
Federation Days  

at Inspiration Point 
 

July 17 - 19, 2024 
 

Best Western Inn of the Ozarks 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas 

 
 

There is an exciting video of the progress being made on the OIO campus.  
The fabulous new theater, new residences, parking lot, and overall aspect of 

the design can be seen on Youtube.  Copy the link, paste in your browser, and 
see for yourself! 

 
https://youtu.be/nDIEfXsxht8 

 
OIO has produced a video to begin the celebrations of the 75th Anniversary 

next year- 2025.  You may know some of the singers on this video!  Once 
again, copy the link to see and listen.  Fascinating history of OIO also.  These 

are exciting times for music in Arkansas! 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GQiydRY-
m7CXB8m4FEOjcS9jNL4ovsVC?usp=sharing 
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  Monday September 9 Arkadelphia 
Tuesday September 10 Texarkana 

      Thursday September 12 Monticello 
Friday September 13 Little Rock 
Sunday September 15 Bella Vista 

 

Plan to hear this exciting NFMC Young Artist 
at one of her concerts across our state.  

 
ANNA HAN is a laureate of many competitions, including 
the NFMC Young Artist Auditions, Hilton Head Internation-
al Piano Competition, Juilliard Bachauer Competition, New 
York International Piano Competition, and Salon de Virtu-

osi Grant. Born in Arizona, she studied piano privately with Fei Xu for thirteen years be-
fore completing her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at the Juilliard School under the 
tutelage of Robert McDonald, receiving both the prestigious Kovner Fellowship and Wil-
liam Schuman Prize. She recently finished her Artist Diploma at the Barenboim-Said 
Akademie in Berlin, where she studied with Sir András Schiff and Schaghajegh Nostrati.  

An avid chamber musician, she is a returning fellow of Yellow Barn, Kneisel Hall, and 
Four Seasons Chamber Music Festival, and has performed with Steven Isserlis, Kim 
Kashkashian, Itzhak Perlman, Randall Goosby, Leland Ko, and the Verona Quartet. She 
has also performed eleven different concerti with orchestras, premiered multiple compo-
sitions, and recorded on the Steinway and Sons label. With support from the 2021 Bita 
Cattelan Philanthropic Engagement Award from Concours Musical International de 
Montréal, she is producing a documentary about the effect that Covid had on a handful 
of classical musicians. Based in between the US and Germany, she lives to share 
laughter, experiences, and sometimes, good music with friends all over the world. More 
information is available at www.annahan.net   also Anna Han – YouTube Channel                               

 

Don’t miss Your opportunitY! 

The 2024 Arkansas Young Artist Tour 

      Anna Han, pianist 

http://www.annahan.net/
https://www.youtube.com/@AnnaHanPiano


                                 

AFMC Festival Report 

Shelly Brown, Festival Chair 
 

660 Total Performers (653 Juniors, 7 Adults) 

541 Total Superiors  

  57 Total Teachers Participating    

  10 Total Festivals in Arkansas  

105 Total Number of Juniors  

 and Adults receiving cups 

  74 15 point cups (gold) 

  17 30 points cups 

  11 45 points cups 

    2 75 point cups (Grand) 

 

The New NFMC Festivals Bulletin is available for 2024-28.  Each is $10.00 and 
can be ordered by calling 317.882.4003  or ordering online at:  

https://www.nfmc-music.org/order-federation-festivals-bulletin/ 
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Have you seen this face before?  Hopefully, if you be-

long to our Arkansas Federation of Music Club’s Face-

book page, you will have recognized him now as Sam 

Ecoff.  Sam is the president of the Wisconsin Federation 

and he is passionate about festivals, composers of festi-

val music, and social media!  He contacted me a couple 

of weeks ago for permission to post his interviews with 

some of the festival music composers.  I hope you will 

check out his postings.  Please join our Facebook page if you have not done 

that.  I will also be posting more on the AFMC Facebook page.  Information, in-

spiration, and hopefully motivation for us to be connected across the state!  

Thank you, Sam!! 



AFMC Club News  
 

Service Award Presented to  
Mary McBeth 

 
 

Arkadelphia Philharmonic Club pre-
sented an award to Mary McBeth on Feb-
ruary 4, 2024 for her many years of ser-
vice to the club and to AFMC.  Mary has 
been the treasurer for our club for over 
thirty years. She also served as the 
Southwest District treasurer for thirty 
years and was the AFMC State treasurer 
for two years in 2001-2002 and 2002-
2003. She sang in the First Baptist choir  
in Arkadelphia for sixty years. Mary’s 
husband, Dr. Frances McBeth, was fa-
mous for composing band music and 
Mary was instrumental in the preparation 
of his music. She is an amazing musician 
herself and we are proud to have her as 
a member of our club. 

Dannie Morrison—Arkadelphia Philhar-
monic President 

 

The Little Rock Coterie held its final 
2023-24 meeting on Sunday May 5. Mr. 
Sungyun Kim, who is preparing his doc-
toral thesis, performed a brilliant concert 
on the pipe organ at Second Presbyteri-
an Church. One of his selections, “Ballo 
del Granduca, SwWV 319 was com-
posed over 400 years ago. Those in at-
tendance reflected how the beauty of mu-
sic is lasting. Surely when this music was 
first performed in a European cathedral, 
the world suffered tensions, just as we do 
today. The power of music calms and 
brings peacefulness. It certainly did for 
our Coterie audience.  
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Mr. Sungyun Kim and Coterie 
president Suzanne Babbie 
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Hot Springs Music Club Awards Scholarships 

Thomas Bolton, president of Hot Springs Music Club, recently 

announced the awarding of two scholarships to two Garland 

County young musicians.   The awards will be applied to the 

winners’ cost of music instruction in the next academic year.   

 

The winner of the $1,250 Robin Williams Memorial Vocal Schol-

arship is tenor Brennan Wilkins.  He is a BME student at UA, 

where his freshman year he is a member of the prestigious 

Schola Cantorum.  While attending Lakeside High School, Wil-

kins was a member of the Chamber Singers, All-State Choir, 

and the ACDA National Honor Choir. 

 

A $750 scholarsip was awarded to Kaden Mays, a freshman 

BME student at U of A.  He is a member of the Razorback Band 

and attended Lake Hamilton High School. 
 

Brennan Wilkins 

Kaden Mays 

A recital of outstanding students of music teachers who are members of the Hot 

Spring Music Club was held to celebrate the end of National Music Week on  

Sunday, May  5th, in Hot Springs.  
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New AFMC Chair of Music in  
Schools and Colleges 

 

Cynthia Augspurger, second year member of Andante 
Music Club of Bella Vista looks forward to working on 
the “Music in Schools and Colleges Club Report 
Form” next year. She serves as publicity chair for her 
local music club. 
 

Before moving to Bella Vista in 2017, Cynthia was a 
17-year member of The Tuesday Music Club of Mar-
shalltown, IA (not affiliated with NFMC). Every mem-
ber of the club was required to perform in one or two 
programs a year. 
 
As a hands-on musician, she enjoys playing bassoon 

and performs with the Bella Vista Community Concert Band, ECHO, Joyful Noise, 
BRIO Ensembles and plays solos at churches.  
 

Both of her parents were college music majors, so music was a central activity in 
Cynthia’s life. Her mother was a violin virtuoso and her Dad played double bass, 
both playing in local orchestras wherever they lived. Cynthia loved classical music 
played at the orchestra concerts. She sang sacred music in two youth and adult 
choirs that her parents directed. She continues to play sacred music on bassoon.  
 

Cynthia was a proficient bassoonist in junior and senior high school and first year 
in college, but because of the high cost of even a used bassoon, she gave it up. 
For her 45th birthday, her husband, Terry, surprised her with a refurbished bas-
soon, and she has been playing again for the last 29 years. 
 

Make plans now to attend! 

AFMC CONFERENCE 
 

Saturday, September 14, 2024 
10 am—2 pm 

Second Presbyterian Church 
Little Rock AR 



     

Opera in the Ozarks  
Summer 2024 Season 

June 21 - July 19 
 

La Traviata       Giuseppi Verdi 

The Crucible         Robert Ward 

Beauty and the Beast    Giannini 

L’Enfant et les Sortileges     Ravel 

 

South Central Region 

Federation Days 

July 17 - 19, 2024 

Inspiration Point  

Center for the Arts 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas 
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Reflections on the Bettendorf Conference 
 
Gloria Grilk 

*Friendly - you could approach even the most important 
person with questions, or suggestions 
*Interesting - Bix Biederbeck promotion was especially in-
teresting to me, a classically trained musician 
*Unexpected insights - the "You've Come a Long Way, Ladies" was full of history-
made-relevant by a professional musician 
*Surprises - enjoyed "social media" workshop that promoted our Arkansas' Newslet-
ter 

George Keck 

*An inspiring event for me was the performance by this year's first place winner of 
the NFMC Wendell Irish Viola Award, Grayson Geisness of Florida. Grayson en-
tered and won the Southeast Region award in 2022 and 2023 before winning first 
place in 2024. His collaborative pianist was Past National President Lana Bailey. 

*The Board approved awarding the NFMC Barbara M. Irish Harp Award Honoring a 
Past National President at the Curtis Institute of Music. 

Ouida Keck 

 
*The most inspiring and memorable Young Artist Concert featuring all 4 winners 
from last year doing solos and collaborative work. 

*One of the most meaningful Memorial Services planned by our National Chaplain, 
Kathie White, with much beautiful music, some performed by one of our own mem-
bers. Gloria Grilk 

*A performance on the only playable Pleyel Duo Piano in the U.S. featuring former 
Ellis winners, The Happy Dog Duo 

*Over 7000 Festival Bulletins are ready and being shipped now 

*Sam Ecoff's workshop on the importance of social media and how it can help clubs 
and states was excellent. 

*Individual members' dues (Life, Sr. Student/Collegiate and Jr. Individual) have been 
increased 

*Plans are in the works to expand information included in Lucile Ward's history in or-
der to make it more up-to-date. 
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The following awards were announced at the Bettendorf Conference.  Congratula-
tions to Andante Bella Vista and Hot Springs for their work and especially for report-
ing their work! 
 
Sacred Music Awards: 
1st Place for Andante Music Club ($300.00) 
Honorable mention for Hot Springs Music Club ($100.00) plus Certificate 
 
American Folk Music Chair 
The winner of the $100 Folk Music Awards 
Andante Music Club 
 
American Women Composer Award 
Andante Music Club   ($100.00) 
 
 

Betty Pierce, member of Andante Music Club of Bella Vista, 
became a Rose Fay Thomas Fellow at the Bettendorf Confer-
ence.  She is a past president of Andante, presently serving as 
co-secretary and co-historian of the club.  She also serves as 
South Central Region’s Chair of Servant Leadership Awards.  

 

The Rose Fay Thomas Fellows was established in memory of 
our Founder at the Fort Worth, Texas Biennial Convention in 
1989, and since 1991 all monies derived from this endeavor 
have been deposited in the National Federation’s Endowment 
Fund. Each person who receives this recognition is presented 
a bronze medallion with a rendering of Rose Fay Thomas on 
one side and emblem of the NFMC on the other. Rose Fay 
Thomas Fellows are honored at a luncheon at the biennial con-
ventions and biennial conferences. Special recognition is given 
to charter founders. And RFT Medallions are presented to new-
ly inducted fellows.  



 

 
 
 

 

 
If you are a Past President  (local club, district,  or state) 
You are an important person and hopefully we have convinced you of that at our September 
Fall Conferences of AFMC. 
 

July 1st is the beginning of a new fiscal year and your local organization will begin collecting 
dues for 2024-25.  If you have not done so in the past, then please consider joining that vet-
eran group that helps their organization even after their term of duty.  The dues are the 
same: $4.00 
 

$1.00 which goes to AFMC 
$1.00 goes to NFMC 
$1.00 as an extra contribution to Young Artist for our state 
$1.00 as an extra contribution to Young Artist for NFMC 
 

These extra contributions can be MORE if you so desire, but the minimum total is $4.00 per 
Past President.  If you have been paying it separately from your local dues, that is fine, but if 
you have not been adding that to your local dues—please consider doing that. 
We are running low of the special PPA badges that were designed especially for Arkansas 
and we would like all of you to display them on your shoulder at the next meeting of AFMC 
and all meetings after that!  
A supplementary request:  When your local treasurer sends the local 
dues to state treasurer, please ask that the NAMES of all your club’s 
paid PPA be placed on the back of the dues form.  We would like to 
honor any new PPA members and also to get a picture of ALL so we 
can send to NFMC’s Music Club Magazine. 
 

Thank you! 
Gloria Febro Grilk 
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Make plans now to attend! 

AFMC CONFERENCE 
 

Saturday, September 14, 2024 
10 am—2 pm 

Second Presbyterian Church 
Little Rock AR 

In case 

you didn’t 

see it on 

page 7!!! 

Put it on 

your  

calendar-

You’ll be 

glad you 

did!  
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Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs 

Febro Grilk Arkansas Woman Composer Award 
 

2024 Entry Form 

First Place Award: $500.00 

Second Place Award - $200.00 
 

Deadline: July 30, 2024 

 
Eligibility  

Ages 16 and older (no boundary) 
At least two years of residence in Arkansas 

Letter of recommendation 

Picture and Bio 

Permission for all the above to be made public 

 
Requirements  

Composition must not have been published 

Composition should be written for voice, instrument, or ensemble. 
Entry Form, Manuscript, and Recording should be sent together by Postal Ser-

vice. 
Composer allows and aids the presentation at an AFMC meeting. 

 

Name_____________________________ 
Address___________________________ 
email_____________________________ 
Cell#_____________________________ 

 
 

Contact for information, or Send composition to: 
Alice Martinson, 1052 County Road 310 -Berryville, AR 72616 

alice.martinson@outlook.com 

 

Please copy and give this form to any aspiring women 
composers in Arkansas that you may know! 
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In Memoriam 

Katherine Coulter Stanick 

Katherine Coulter Stanick transitioned on June 6, 
2024, at the impressive age of 107. She was 
born on January 19, 1917, to Edward and Bird 
Ann Pate Coulter in Marshall, Arkansas. The 
family moved to Conway, Arkansas, where Kath-
erine had a very memorable and formative life, 
raised by her mother, alongside her older brother 
Edward. 

She graduated from Conway High School, then 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Hendrix College 
and a BSLS (Library Science) from the George 
Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. She remained a proud and loyal alumna 
of Hendrix College, where she majored in 
French.  Years later, in her 90s, she was honored 

to serve a three-year term on the Hendrix College Alumni Board. 

Music was a main focus throughout Katherine’s life.  She studied piano for many 
years beginning in childhood. At Hendrix College, she was briefly introduced to play-
ing cello by a visiting professor of music. Thereafter, work and married life separated 
her from continued musical studies, although she continued to play piano, and did so 
well. In her 60s she resumed her interest in the cello and began studying at UALR 
through the adult education program. She also participated in Third Age Piano Class 
and studied piano privately in parallel with her renewed work on learning to play the 
cello.  

She was a member of the Community Orchestra (originated at UALR and now spon-
sored by the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra) and participated in an annual summer 
amateur string camp until she was over 100 years young. She joined the Little Rock 
Musical Coterie in the 1960s and remained an active member the rest of her life. She 
was an avid supporter of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, almost never missing a 
concert in the seasonal series of Masterworks and River Rhapsodies performances. 
Over 15 years ago she and a small group of string-playing friends began meeting 
weekly, and she enjoyed playing cello in this amateur chamber music ensemble, 
which members dubbed “The Accidental Musicians.” In 2023 her passion for music 
and its profound influence on her life was highlighted in an Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette article and a Fox 16 News feature report.   


