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Many of you know that our website has been inaccessible 
(again) for several weeks.  It has been difficult to maintain 
and service the website with current, pertinent information 
for some time.  Due to the generosity of an anonymous 
AFMC donor, we are able to hire someone to create a new 
website for us.  This will be wonderful for AFMC and those 
of you needing information and access to NFMC infor-
mation, forms, etc.  We are also hoping to have a payment 
option on the website for those registering for AFMC con-
ventions, conferences, or other  meetings requiring a fee. 
 
I want to thank our donor for this gracious gift that will ben-
efit AFMC.  Thank you everyone for your patience with this 
matter.  Our new website will be ready by the end of the 
month and we will have the same website address:   
https://www.arkansasfmc.org 
      With much gratitude, 
      Kathie White 
      AFMC President 

New AFMC Website 

 

 

In February! 
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Jr. Festival News 

 
By Jolene Williams, Jr. Festival Chair 

 
Dear Festival Teachers and Chairs: 
 
We have been reminded by National and State leaders 
of the importance of GRATITUDE this past year. Now 
that the 2025 Festival Season is upon us, I would like 
to highlight the people to whom we can show grati-
tude verbally or in writing. Let’s light a fire of JOY on 
the inside of ourselves and those in the NFMC organi-
zation through spreading gratitude! 

Consider how NFMC Festivals would not be possible without the following in-
dividuals: 

The Parents and Students who choose to participate in NFMC Festivals 

The Festival Area Teachers 

The Festival Area Chairs 

The Senior Clubs that sponsor Area Festivals 

The Festival Venues – several who offer the facility free of charge 

The Volunteers who help with Area Festivals 

The Judges who adjudicate Festival students 

The State, Regional and National Festival, Treasury, Bulletin and Vivace volun-
teers. For Arkansas, this includes Vivace Chair – Mandie Poemoceah, Junior 
Counselor – Janine Tiner, and Treasurer – Jimmie Stephens. 

Now consider how you can express your appreciation and gratitude to these 
individuals – I know it’s a long list, but I’m challenging myself to reach out to 
as many as I can in the next couple of months. They deserve our sincere 
thanks! 

 

Blessings, 

Jolene Williams, 
State Festival Chair 
triplej97@yahoo.com 
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AFMC Jr. Festival Calendar 

 

Festival Date  Festival Chair  Area   

February 1     Janine Tiner     North LR Piano Festival  

February 8     Sarah Hann    Russellville Junior Festival  

February 22    Kristin Duckworth   LR West Junior Festival  

February 22      Kathy Mesko    Hot Springs Junior Festival  

February 22    Carol Thomas   Treble Clef Junior Festival   

        (Jonesboro) 

February 22    Mandie Poemoceah   Andante Junior Festival     

        (Bella Vista) 

February 28    Sherry Mashburn  LR South Junior Festival  

March 1     Leisa Arnett    Southwest AR Junior Festival   

        (Texarkana) 

March 8     Christine Graham   Fort Smith Junior Festival  

March 15     Susan Robbins   Music Academy Jr. Federation  

        Festival  (LR UALR) 

Teachers!  How can festival inspire your students?  
Here’s an incident shared by Jolene: 
 
“Here’s one that made my day! I have two stu-

dents who are brothers, ages 8 and 14. This is 

their second year to participate in Festival. This 

week the oldest told me that his younger brother 

would practice his pieces reading the music, then 

hand it to him to follow along and make sure he 

was playing it correctly from memory. He was so 

proud to be able to coach his little brother! Love 

it !” 



 

National Guest and Speaker   

 Deborah Freeman 

 President of NFMC 
 
 

Hosted by Northern District Clubs 
 Andante Bella Vista 
 NWA MAPS 
 Ft. Smith Coterie  
 Russellville Music Club 
 Walnut Ridge Schubert Club 
 Jonesboro Treble Clef Club 
 
Convention Planning Committee 
Carol Moore, chair, Cynthia Augspurger,  
Christine Graham, Joretta Evans,  
Freda Goodman, Gloria Grilk, Nancy Noyes 
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Save the Date 

Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs 

100th Convention May 2-3, 2025 

NWA Community College, Bentonville 

AFMC      A Mosaic of Music 

Special Edition  

Convention Newsletter 

Coming Soon! 

With Registration and 

Convention Details 



Page 5 

Volume 5, Issue 17 

A Music in Schools and Colleges  

Reminder! 

Cynthia Augspurger, Chair 
 
February is the LOVE month. We know AFMC Sen-
ior Club members love music! Survey your mem-
bers this month for information you can include on 
the Music in Schools and Colleges Report Form 
#AR 7-1. Let me know if you need a form.   Due 
date is April 1, 2025 to  
Cynthia Augspurger, 85 Mayfair Dr., Bella Vista AR 72715; 
or cynthia.augspurger@gmail.com   Phone or text 641-485-3127 

 

 

“And the award goes to….” 
 

NFMC Competitions and Awards 
 

It seems there are award programs on network TV every week but 
this is especially the award season for NFMC! 

 Search the NFMC website at https://www.nfmc-
music.org/ to locate the C&A Chart which lists all 
awards with requirements and links to application 
forms. All kinds of awards are available, including 
performance, composition, poetry, essay, awards for 
club programs and projects.  
Let's make certain hard-working Arkansas Junior, 
Student/Collegiate, and Adult musicians receive the 
recognition and awards they deserve by applying for 
NFMC awards.  Check out the Sr. & Jr. Awards and 
deadlines. Encourage your students to apply!   

mailto:cynthia.augspurger@gmail.com
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AFMC Club News  
 

Little Rock Musical Coterie 
Suzanne Babbie, President 

 
 

On December 1, 2024 the Little Rock Musical Coterie, that meets 
at Trinity United Methodist Church, was delighted to present Treble In The Village 
Quartet (part of Sweet Adelines) for “Songs Of The Season” Christmas program. 

Some of these talented singers have 
been with the group for two and three 
decades. Their program was filled with 
spirited popular Christmas songs as 
well as sacred and traditional seasonal 
song 

Left to right: Kathy Allison (tenor), sub 
singer (Karen Wesson) for Kristi Pon-
der, Patty Barnes (lead) and Sharon 
Gardner (bass). 

 

Our program also featured Coterie’s own, Three Members Trio who enchanted 
the audience with more beautifully performed Christmas songs. 

From left to right:  Kathryn Coleman, 
Kathryn Krodell. Carol Moore and 
accompanist Kristin Duckworth. 

 

Coterie hosted a holiday cookie and 
wassail reception immediately fol-
lowing the concert where performers 
and audience members socialized 
together as we joyfully welcomed 
the beginning of the Christmas sea-
son. 
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Hot Springs Music Club  
 

Founders Day Program  
Dr. Thomas Bolton, President 

 

The Hot Springs Music Club welcomed Dr. George Keck on 
January 19th to present a Founders' Day program entitled 
"The Early History of the National Federation of Music 
Clubs".  The program was held at St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church Hall in Hot Springs and the gathered crowd enjoyed 
seeing photos of early NFMC Presidents and events 
through the years.  The past became alive and personal 
through Dr. Keck's extensive knowledge and stories of the leaders that helped 
shape our present NFMC. 

Dr. George Keck is Professor Emeritus of Music, former Chair of the Division of 
Music, and former Chair of the Department of History and Literature at Ouachi-
ta Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, where he served as Addie Mae 
Maddox Professor. He also served as chair of the Department of Music at the 
University of Arkansas Little Rock. Dr. Keck was awarded the Ph.D. degree in 
Musicology from the University of Iowa, and the Bachelor of Music and Master 
of Music degrees in piano performance from the University of Arkansas. He 

completed post-doctoral studies at Harvard Uni-
versity and Princeton University. 

Dr. Keck holds several positions in the National 
Federation of Music Clubs as Arkansas Board 
Representative, chair of the Competitions and 
Awards Division, chair of the Archives Commit-
tee, chair of the Headquarters Committee, and 
designated chairman of the Wendell Irish Viola 
Award. He is a member of the Board of Arkan-
sas Federation of Music Clubs and Young Artist 
Presentation Chair. 

 

Photo:  Dr. Ouida Keck, Dr. George Keck, and 
Jamie Williams, chair of the Hot Springs Found-
er's Day Program.  
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“The Operatic Heritage of Arkansas” 
Andante Music Club and NWA MAPS 

 Joretta Evans, President, Andante and Nancy Noyes, President, MAPS 

Two AFMC clubs joined together to co-sponsor a public program, "The Operatic 
Heritage of Arkansas".  Dr. Tom Bolton of Hot Springs, Arkansas, presented the 
program  on Tuesday, January 21, in Bella Vista, Arkansas.  The two clubs, An-
dante Music Club and Northwest Arkansas Music, Art, and Poetry Students, also 
provided a reception and refreshments following the program.  

The multimedia program titled was about singers who were born or lived in Arkan-
sas that also appeared on either the Metropolitan Opera stage or major opera 
houses in the world. Those attending learned about the wealth of vocal talent from 
the Natural State over the last 100 years. 

A native of Little Rock, Arkansas, Bolton earned a Bachelor of Music degree in vo-
cal performance from Ouachita Baptist University (OBU) and a Master of Music 
and Doctor of Philosophy in musicology with a voice/vocal literature minor from the 
University of North Texas. 

His long professional career includes college and seminary teaching, church min-
istry, and professional solo performances in operatic roles and guest appearances 
with symphony orchestras.  Dr. Bolton taught many years at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity and later as Professor Church Music at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.  He was named Dean of the School of Church 
Music and Worship, retiring in 2012 to Hot Springs.  

 

Dr. Bolton explained his interest in the topic:  

“Some of you know that I have degrees in both vocal performance 
and musicology, so I appointed myself to come up with a program 
about singers who were born in Arkansas or lived here at some 
time during their lives and appeared on either the Metropolitan 
Opera stage or major opera houses in the world.  After about six 
months of research the result was an audiovisual program entitled 
"The Operatic Heritage of Arkansas." It consisted of a PowerPoint 
presentation with embedded recordings and videos of operatic sing-
ers who performed from the 1920s to the present. To my surprise, I 
had crossed paths with seven of the singers we spotlighted!” 
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Jim Belcoff, MAPS Treasurer, 
Nancy Noyes, MAPS President 
Dr. Tom Bolton 

Jo Evans, Andante President                                                                                                  
Arlene Biebesheimer, VP Andan-

 Martha Sheets, Andante Vice 

President and Sacred Music 

Chair, and Dr. Bolton, AFMC 

Sacred Music Chair 

Enjoying cookies and punch – 
Cynthia Augspurger, Suzanne 
Evans, Willete Atkins. 

 

Abundant cookies! 
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Make a note of these upcoming dates 
 

May 2-3, 2025 
AFMC 100th Convention 
NWA Community College 

Bentonville, AR 
 

May 4 – 11, 2025  
National Music Week 

 "Music is...unstoppable" 

 

June 10 - 14, 2025 
2025 NFMC Convention 

Austin Airport Hilton 
Austin, Texas 

 

June 27- July 25, 2025 
Carmen 

The Merry Widow 
Into the Woods 

Opera in the Ozarks 
Inspiration Point 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas 
 
 

*July 23 - 25, 2025*  
(change of date) 

NFMC South Central Region 
Federation Days 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas 


