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Saturday, September 13, 2025
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Second Presbyterian Church
Little Rock, AR
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A registration form is on the back of this newsletter.
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AFMC Conference https://www.arkansasfmc.org/
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Misha Galant Young Artist for Arkansas 2025 Tour

Born into a family of musi-
cians, Misha Galant began
piano lessons at the age of
six with his mother, Olya
Katsman. During high

| school, he received guid-
ance from Sharon Mann and
Yoshikazu Nagai of the San

Francisco Conservatory of

Music. He graduated from
Columbia University, where he studied piano with Joseph Kalichstein through the
Columbia-Juilliard Exchange, while also earning degrees in Data Science and Rus-
sian Literature. In 2023, he completed a Master’s in Piano Performance under Dr.
Viktor Valkov, followed in 2025 by a Master’s in Atmospheric Sciences with Dr. John
Horel at the University of Utah. His other influential teachers include Tatiana
Zelikman of the Gnesin School in Moscow and Dr. Yu-Jdane Yang of Weber State
University in Utah.

Misha has performed as a soloist with the Fort Worth, Rochester, Utah, and Oakland
symphonies, among others. He was a prizewinner at the Gina Bachauer, New Orle-
ans, Eastman, and the inaugural Van Cliburn Junior international piano competitions,
and in 2020, was named one of two Gilmore Young Artists in the United States.

In March 2022, he organized and performed a benefit concert for Ukraine, raising
$8,500 in humanitarian aid. Beyond his musical and academic pursuits, Misha en-
joys hiking, skiing, and trail running, and was a member of Columbia University’s Di-

vision | swim team.
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Schedule of concerts and contact information for the
Arkansas Young Artist Tour

Monday, September 8, 2025, 7:30 P.M. Mabee Fine Arts Center, Ouachita Bap-
tist University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas Dannie Morrison, President ; Arkadel-
phia Philharmoic Club. 870-245-8858. dmayomorrison@gmail.com

Tuesday, September 9, 2025, 7:00 P.M. Stilwell Humanities Music Hall, Texar-
kana College, 2500 North Robinson Road, Texarkana, Texas, phone 903-823-
3456. Shelly Brown, President; Texarkana Music Club. 903-824-0501;
mrsdrerb@aol.com

Thursday, September 11, 2025, 7:00 P.M. Fine Arts Center, University of Ar-
kansas at Monticello, 346 University Drive, Monticello, Arkansas, phone 870-
460-1060 Frank Ferguson; fferguson1951@gmail.com

Friday, September 12, 2025, 11:00 A.M.. Highland Valley United Methodist
Church, 15524 Chenal Parkway, Little Rock AR; 501-224-6047 Little Rock Musi-
cal Coterie, Suzanne Babbie, President; suzebabbie2@icloud.com

Saturday, September 13, 2025, 11:00 A.M. Second Presbyterian Church, 600
Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, Lunch at AFMC Fall Conference

Sunday, September 14, 2025, 3:00 P.M. Bella Vista Presbyterian Church, 1880
Forest Hills Boulevard, Bella Vista AR Bella Vista Andante Music Club.
Arlene Biebesheimer, President, 870-219-4635; arlene.bieb@gmail.com.

All concerts are open to the public free of charge.
George Keck, phone 870-403-2951, Young Artist Presentation Chair

L

Don’t Miss Out! Find a Concert near you and Invite a Friend!

/
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! AFMC Convention Newsletter 2025

NFMC Young Artists Presented at the Convention in Texas

20752077
YOUNG ARTISTS

Claire McCahan,

Women’s Voice

Kathie White, left center, has served as
NFMC Chaplain for the past two years.
She planned and led a Memorial Break-
fast on Saturday, June 14th, on the final
day of the Convention. The theme for
the service was “Beside Still Waters”
with the focus throughout on Psalm 23.
Several people were involved in the ser-
vice through speaking, performing, and
lighting candles in memory of the NFMC
members that have passed in the past
year.
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AFMC Represented at NFMC Convention

Ten Arkansans attended the
Il Biennial Convention of the
National Federation of Mu-
sic Clubs on June 10-14 in
Austin, TX. Those repre-
senting the state in the pho-
to (left to right) include Betty
Pierce (Chair of SCR’s

| | Servant/Leadership

¥| Awards), Laresa Yick & Bill
Yick, Dr. Ouida Keck (Chair
of NFMC FAMA), Dr. George Keck (NFMC Office Chair), Kathie White (NFMC
Chair of NMW & AFMC President), Karen Grilk Noorani (NFMC Chair of Music in
Poetry), Gloria Grilk (NFMC Chair of Music in Education), Jimmie Stephens (AFMC
Treasurer) and Nancy Noyes (President of MAPS).

There were business meetings, workshops, and sessions to learn more about the
work of NFMC. Highlights of the week included hearing the winners of the 2025-27
Young Artist awards, other outstanding young performers and former Young Artist
winners, singing in the Festival Chorus, and a night of line-dancing at a downtown
Austin “establishment” If you ever get a chance to attend a NFMC Convention or
Conference, you will leave with a great sense of pride in belonging to such an or-
ganization that promotes music throughout our nation. Next year the NFMC Confer-
ence will be held June 9-13 in Scottsdale, Arizona. The promotional video will be on

‘ https://www.youtube.com/
Sonoran Summer Sounds! Link for video watch?v=03vEnKHtbSA

our AFMC website and it is awesome!
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Chris Vitt (right) is the new NFMC VP for
the South Central Region. Chris hails from
Columbia, Missouri. Jean Moffatt, the past
SCR VP, has served for 20 years in the posi-
tion and has now taken up the role of Secre-
tary for the OIO Board of Directors.

Federation Days for 2026
July 15, 16 & 17, 2026

Please mark your calendars for those dates!

Testimonial Email received from Christine
Graham, President of Ft. Smith Coterie Club

Kathie,

| 1 am unable to attend an OIO perfor-

week However, Randy and | did attend
"Carmen" on the 19th. It was a spectacu-

lar performance. We were not able to get
to “Into the Woods," or "The Merry Widow.' That is our loss.

The venue is better than | could have expected. Every aspect stood out at
one point or another. The cast (singers), the orchestra, scenery, and cos-
tumes were top notch! | even had a chance to speak with Nancy Preis during
intermission.

We have decided that this is a definite destination each summer from now
on!

Excited,

Christine
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Operos for thre
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Mozart

CANDIDE

Bernstein

Sust Angelica & Fianni Sehicehi

Two One-Act Operas by Puccini
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A New Name — A New Vision
Tom Bolton, HSMC President

As the Hot Springs Music Club approaches its 75th anniversary,
our Leadership Team began discussing ways to revitalize the or-
ganization.

By some standards, we were “healthy,” with around 50 members
and seven program-meetings each season. We sponsor a Junior
Festival annually and provide scholarship funds to deserving lo-
cal students majoring in music-related fields.

However, less than half of our members attended regularly, and some did not come at all. Publi-
cizing each free program in the local newspaper yielded few outside attendees, and we seemed
to lack a sense of community awareness about who we are and what we do.

To address this, we decided to slightly alter our name to Hot Springs Music Connection (inspired
by the AR-TX Music Connection). With the help of artificial intelligence, we created an anniversary
logo. This change of name required modifications to our Constitution and By-Laws, advanced no-
tification and a membership vote, as well as updates to bank and IRS forms.

We compiled names and email addresses of individuals in the community associated with or inter-
ested in the arts through educational institutions, churches, and other entities. We sent out over
80 emails, emphasizing an expanded vision to become more informed and supportive of the arts
in and around Hot Springs. So far, at least five individuals have expressed interest in joining us,
and we hope that number will grow this month.

To appeal to broader interests, we are presenting programs that consist entirely of chamber mu-
sic, music by American (especially women) composers, sacred music, dance, a student honor re-
cital, and a Founders Day program.

In line with our expanded vision, | am seeking a volunteer “cultural liaison” to send our members a
monthly list of opportunities to attend programs and support arts activities (music, art, dance, the-
ater, etc.) in and around our community—a true “connection.” The first of these notices was sent
on August 1.

In conclusion, our vision is not changing so much as it is expanding. The change of name is not
merely semantic; it is symbolic of our efforts to foster dynamic relationships among lovers of the
arts from diverse backgrounds, celebrate a rich diversity of artistic styles, and unite with other or-
ganizations in our community through shared artistic experiences and meaningful causes. We
hope our love of music and the arts finds new meaning through community, creativity, and con-
nection.
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2026 “MUSIC... IS OUR CONSTANT COMPANION”
2027 "MUSIC... IS A NEVER-ENDING TALE"

CELEBRATED ANNUALLY * SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF MUSIC CLUBS

Page 9

DEAR PAST PRESIDENTS OF LOCAL, DISTRICT, STATE
PRESIDENTS OF AFMC

There are two of the PPA pins left to be given at the Fall
Conference, September 13, and if you have just been re-
placed as president, please see to it that your NEW President
comes to the Fall Session, and COME WITH THEM. You
need to let me know if you will be there so | can "set aside"
the remaining two for specific people.

ALL OF YOU: please WEAR YOUR PINS! PPA

Arkansas

Federation of
Music Clubs

National Music Week
Theme for 2026
Music.....is our Constant Companion

All Sr. Clubs and Jr. Clubs are encour-
aged to adopt the 2026 National Music
Week theme as a club theme for the
year. This theme can shape the activi-
ties and plans made for the year. If the
theme is taken up early, then program-
ming can build to National Music Week ,
May 3-10.

What are some of your ideas of how or
why music is our constant companion?
Have you ever thought of music as a
companion?

You'll be hearing more about this theme
and its meaning this year since | have
become NFMC Chair of National Music
Week!
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== The Junior Beat -

Official newsletter of AFMC Junior Division

- SEPT. 2025 | ISSUE 1

Welcome to the first issue of The Junior Beat!

This is a short newsletter from the Arkansas
Federation of Music Clubs (or AFMC) to all the
members of our Junior Clubs and students of our
AFMC Festival teachers. If you take music from one
of our Festival teachers, then you belong to AFMC
and also to NFMC (National Federation of Music
Clubs). You are part of over 200 Arkansas Jr.
members and thousands of national Jr. members
across the country!

ISING | PLAY A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT | DANCE|
| CHOIR | COMPOSITION | POETRY|
IBAND | ART]|
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The Junior Beat is a new communication tool for AFMC to reach

out to all the Juniors in our state. The picture on the following page is the cover
of our first edition to come out in September. Many music/piano students do not re-
alize that they are important members of AFMC and we want to build communica-
tion with them this year.

Our new Junior Counselor is Kristin Duckworth of Little Rock Musical Coterie. She,
along with our new Jr. leadership team, will be planning a couple of activities for Jr.
clubs this year. The leadership team is composed of Jolene Williams (Jr. Festival
Chair), Kristin Duckworth (Junior Counselor), Linda Kennedy (Junior Composer
Chair), Marika Kyriakos (Jonesboro), Leisa Arett (Texarkana), Christine Gra-
ham, (Ft. Smith), and Kathie White.

The first purpose of this leadership team is to help our Jr. members and festival
teachers feel connected to AFMC. We are asking our festival teachers, who have a
Jr. Club formed for their studio, to make sure each student (and their parents) know
about AFMC by having a club meeting twice a year. Ideas for the club meeting
would include talking about AFMC and sharing the activities, plans, and newsletters
with the group, having some fun music-oriented activity together, and performing for
each other as a Junior Club. This performance would not be adjudicated or a high
pressure event, but an opportunity to give the students a time and place to hear
each other.

The leadership team is also hoping to plan a Junior Day event for next spring or
early summer. This day event would have musical workshop offerings, lunch, and a
competition concert by Juniors that have received at least 3 superiors in festival.
Winners of the competition would be chosen and given state awards. All of this is
still in the planning stages and any ideas, insights, or questions should be directed
to Jolene Williams, Kristin Duckworth, and/or Kathie White.

| am asking all of our Senior Clubs to find creative ways to include, to communicate
with, and to support the Jr. clubs and teachers in their area. These juniors need to
know that they are really the reason many of our Sr. clubs exist and function. They
also need to know there are opportunities for them to excel in music and other art

forms within AFMC and NFMC through Jr. Competitions, Scholarships and Awards.

Kathie White
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Please Note!

Items for vote and discussion at the AFMC September Conference, Sept. 13th.

1. Change to having only one state event per year. This was discussed and
proposed at the AFMC Convention in May. We will vote on the proposal at the
conference. Rationale: Since we now have biennial conventions, we have two
state events in one year when the convention takes place. A convention in the
spring and a conference in the fall has been difficult for some due to expense and
schedules. It was felt with the speed and ease of communication now and how
everyone faces time constraints, it would be better to only have one AFMC event
each year. Each event will be in the Fall and usually on the second weekend in
September. Since we had a Convention this year (2025), our next Convention
will be in the Fall of 2027 and the Convention will be in a central location.

2. What’s the difference between a Conference and a Convention? The AFMC
Conference is meant to be a one-day event and it centers on training and relaying
information about changes at NFMC and the business of AFMC. The AFMC Con-
vention is focused on celebration and performance. The Convention is usually an
over-night event and often involves scholarship winners, performances by club
members, community and college groups, and Juniors. In my mind | see the
Convention as a time to celebrate what we have done but also to cast a vision of
where we want to go in the future.

3. “Housekeeping” modifications:

A. Changing the name of IPFAC to IPCA throughout the Bylaws and
Standing Rules. IPCA (Inspiration Point Center for the Arts) is now the official name
of Inspiration Point.

B. Expenses Reimbursed for the State President. These guidelines are
in the Standing Rules portion of our Bylaws and the current amounts were set in
2014. Also, OIO meetings have changed to Zoom meetings outside of Federation
Days.

Don’t forget to register for the Conference! A registration form is on the back of this
newsletter.
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In Memoriam

MARTHA ALMA HARRIS ROSENBAUM, beloved
wife and mother, went home to be with the Lord on June
13, 2025. She was born on November 12, 1937, in Little
Rock, Ark., to Henry and Melba Moore Harris. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Carl Sidney Rosenbaum; daugh-
ter, Kathryn Coleman (Curtis); daughter, Carol Moore
(Rick); and son, Sid Rosenbaum (Wanda). She has six
grandchildren: Trey (Hannah), Rachel, Calvin (Cassie),
Christian (Hannah), Anna, and Madelyn; and three great-
grandchildren: Connor, Violet, and Eliza; along with many
other cherished family members and friends.

' She was preceded in death by her parents, and her
brother, Calvin Harris; as well as so many other loved
family members and friends, including her life-long treas-
ured friend, Polly Whitlow, whom she met in preschool at Second Baptist Church.
Martha grew up as a member of Second Baptist Church, where her mother served
as organist for 35 years, and her father served as deacon and held many other
leadership positions. She attended Ouachita Baptist University for two years, where
she was a member of EEE social club before transferring to Baylor University to
study the harp. She then transferred to the University of Arkansas for her senior
year, where she was a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority and was named a
Razorback Beauty.

She graduated with a BSE in music. She taught vocal music at Eastside Junior High
School, from 1959 to 1963, before meeting Carl, her husband of 63 years, through
mutual friends. They were married, in 1962, at Second Baptist Church. She lived in
Little Rock her entire life, and was very active in various organizations, including
Twentieth Century Club, Little Rock Musical Coterie, and director of the St. Vincent
Hospital Nurses' Choir. She served as president of Coterie before becoming presi-
dent of the Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs.

Martha was an extremely gifted pianist and generously shared her talent during her
life, including accompanying numerous vocalists and instrumentalists and playing
for local performances of musicals and other events. She was also an accom-
plished harpist and enjoyed playing for many weddings and events throughout her
career.

Her greatest musical joy was serving as pianist of First Baptist Church for 30 years,
where she devoted her time accompanying choirs, vocalists, the Living Christmas
Tree, dinner theatres, and numerous other ministries and events. Martha loved her
family and friends immensely, but her greatest love was her Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, with whom she is spending eternity.
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Don Bingham  August 13, 1947 - July 20, 2025

Donald Joe Bingham, a man of many talents and unwavering faith,
passed away peacefully surrounded by family. Born on August 13,
1947 in Huntsville, Alabama, he was a Conway resident for 50 years.
Don was the beloved son of the late Hershel O. Bingham and Lila
Bailey Bingham. He was preceded in death by his parents and his
brother, Jerry.

Don is survived by his devoted wife of 58 years, Nancy Lynn Bing-
ham of Conway, Arkansas and their five children, Jennifer (Jeremy),
Jill (Kenny), Janna (Glen), Jessica (Daniel) and Joseph (Carrie). He
leaves behind a cherished legacy in his 12 grandchildren, one great-
grandchild and two more great-grandchildren on the way.

A man whose life was marked by creativity, compassion and service,
Don earned his Bachelor of Arts in Communications with an emphasis in Music from Tennessee
Temple University in Chattanooga, Tennessee and also studied at Dallas Theological Seminary in
Dallas, Texas. His pursuit of excellence continued as he became a Certified Culinary Administrator
and Executive Chef through the American Culinary Federation.

Don's talents were as diverse as they were exceptional. He began playing piano at an early age
and was sharing his musical gifts publicly by the age of nine, becoming the church organist at
twelve. He also was known for leading neighborhood sidewalk marching bands. For over 50 years,
he served as a worship leader, teacher, author and conference speaker ministering to countless
lives across the country.

His distinguished career spanned ministry, music, media and culinary arts. Don served as Mansion
Administrator for the Arkansas Governor's Mansion from 1999 to 2007 and again from 2015 to
2018 and later contributed his skills in event planning and development at the University of Central
Arkansas.

As an award-winning chef, Don authored four cookbooks, owned Zinzendorf's Restaurant of Con-
way and was named 1995 Arkansas Chef of the Year. Don was also instrumental in the establish-
ment of the Arkansas Chapter of the American Culinary Federation Apprenticeship Program. He
shared his culinary talents through numerous television appearances, including "The 700 Club",
AETN-"The ABC's of Cooking" Series, KATV and KTHV's weekly noon show with Beth Ward. He
has also been a contributor of 501LIFE since 2008. His vibrant personality and innovative ap-
proach to cooking made him a beloved figure in both faith-based and culinary communities.
Through every chapter of his life, Don remained committed to serving others with his music, his
words, his hospitality and above all, his heart.

Don Bingham's life was a beautiful symphony of service, creativity and love. His legacy will contin-
ue to echo in the lives he touched and the many hearts he inspired.
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Mary Ellen White October 7, 1927 - July 26, 2025

Mary Ellen Newsom White, 97, passed away peacefully at her
home in Hot Springs, Arkansas, on July 26, 2025. Over the
course of nearly a century, Mary Ellen leaves behind a remark-
able legacy marked by her 58 years of teaching, her dedication
to her faith, and her steadfast role as matriarch of our family.

Born October 7, 1927, in Smackover, Arkansas to Marvin Guy
Newsom, Sr. & Nellie Holland Newsom. Growing up in the De-
pression warranted a frugal upbringing but Mary Ellen led a
grateful life surrounded by friends and family, and by age 8,
she knew wanted to be a teacher. After graduating high school
in 1945, Mary Ellen worked as a secretary at the Shumaker Naval Ammunition Depot in Camden,
Arkansas at the end of WWII. She then enrolled at Ouachita Baptist University and while simulta-
neously finishing her college degree she also began teaching in 1947.

While at OBU, Mary Ellen met many lifelong friends and her husband, William Harvey ‘W.H.’
White, Jr. whom she wed on June 7, 1949. Together in Smackover, Arkansas, they raised 3 loving
daughters: Kathie Ann White, Karen Jeanne White Lewis, & Kristi Alice White Anderson.

In 1965, the family moved to Delhi, Louisiana where Mary Ellen continued her lifelong career as
both a teacher and student earning her Masters in Education in 1968. The family joined First Bap-
tist Church in Delhi where Mary Ellen taught Sunday School, directed VBS, and completed many
adult and youth mission trips, both locally and internationally, which bore her love of travel, deep-
ened her appreciation of history, and brought color to her academic and Bible teachings. Through-
out her life, Mary Ellen traveled to 48 US states, 17 countries, and 4 continents!

Over the course of six decades, Mary Ellen taught generations of students across Arkansas and
Louisiana - from elementary to junior high and across nearly every subject matter. Her warmth,
wit, and knack for public speaking shaped the hearts and minds of students - not only in the class-
room but in correspondence with students for decades to come. She often wrote hundreds of post-
cards to her students while on her trips.

In 2006, after living in Delhi for over 50 years, Mary Ellen moved to Hot Springs to be closer to her
family. There, she found a new church home, Hot Springs Baptist Church, and was a member of
the Hot Springs Music Club making countless more dear friends. She gave her last program of
poetry at a Music Club program at the age of 95. She also loved reading, traveling, laughing with
her grandchildren, and cheering on the Arkansas Razorbacks. Even into her 90s, she remained
sharp, curious, and full of surprises. At family and friend gatherings, she often spoke and then
gave everyone a written test on what she taught at the table. Her compassionate heart has been
a guiding light for all who know her as she embodied a truly Christian life.
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Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs

" N €

lﬂr&ansas Official Call
Federation of Music Clubs,
fﬁ'-'“l!!‘m-uwm\; __ AFMC Conference - Saturday, September 13, 2025

Second Presbyterian Church — Room 62

600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, AR 72227
10:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

The AFMC Conference will consist of reports, a memorial service, a business session, training for Club
President, Treasurer, Chairs, and Jr. Festivals. More detailed information will be given at the begin-
ning of September. All Club Presidents, Officers and AFMC Chairs are expected to attend.

Registration

Name E-mail:

Address

City State Zip
Club Club office

AFMC Office or Chair

Luncheon Choice: Lunch will be prepared by the kitchen staff at Second Presbyterian. Please choose one:

Chicken Salad sandwich on croissant, chips, fruit, brownie
Ham and cheese wrap, chips, fruit, brownie

Vegetarian meal with spinach wrap, chips, fruit, brownie
Dietary Restrictions: Please list:

Silent Auction Fund-Raiser: All members are asked to contribute a minimum of one item or pay $10.00. The silent

auction items are not “yard sale” or gag gift quality, but items that would be worth at least $10. Baked items are also accept-
ed!

Make checks payable to AFMC.

Yes, | will bring an item for the fund-raiser.

| will donate $10 for the Silent Auction. $ Please send registration form
Registration Fee: $10.00 $_10.00 and check to:
Lunch Fee: $15.00 $ 15.00
| wish to contribute to AFMC. $ Carol Moore
Total §____ 204 Marseille Dr.

Registration Deadline: Monday, Sept 8, 2025

Maumelle, AR 72113



