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Dear Members of AFMC, 
 

I hope you are planning to attend our 100th AFMC Convention this 
May 2-3!  Throughout this year there has been so much planning and 
organizing by a wonderful committee from the Northern District.  I 
know you will want to make the effort to be there!   

We are honored to have as our national guest speaker, Deborah Free-
man, NFMC President.  She is delightful and I know you will be moti-
vated and enthused by her presentation.   

There will be many performances for your enjoyment!  We will hear 
some of our own AFMC members as they present Mosaic Musical Mo-
ments through the Convention.  Also performing will be the Yick 
Scholarship winners and the Chamber Choir of Northwest Arkansas 
Community College (led by AFMC member Freda Goodman), plus we 
will also have two singers from the upcoming OIO season.  A Folk 
Music workshop and a Drumming workshop will also be offered dur-
ing the Convention.  Sounds like fun! Check out the information on 
the following pages. 

One of the reasons we exist is to see our young people grow and de-
velop in their musical skills, experience, and love of music.  We will 
have a top-notch Jr. Honors Recital on Saturday planned by Jolene 
Williams and the Festival teachers in the Northern District.  You will 
not want to miss this opportunity to hear these young people.   

A Registration Form is on the back of this newsletter.  Please print it, 
fill it in, send to me and start looking forward to this Biennial event.  
We won’t have another until 2027!  The deadline for registration is 
April 18th.   Hope to see you there!               

AFMC 100th Convention 
May 2-3, 2025 

NWA Community College  
Bentonville 

“A Mosaic of Music” 

Kathie White/AFMC President 
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2025 Convention Schedule 

Friday - May 2 

            12:00     Registration opens   

         12:30     Finance Committee Meeting 

   1:00     Board & Executive Committee Meeting  

   2:00     District Meetings: North and South 

   2:45     Break 

   3:00     Mosaic Musical Moments 

   3:30     Afternoon Workshop:  Folk Music:  The Sweet Sound of the Dulcimer   

   4:30     A Conversation with Deborah Freeman & Dr. George &  Dr. Ouida Keck 

   5:00     Break 

   5:30     Dinner:  Address by Deborah Freeman, President of NFMC 

    Mosaic Musical Moments  

 7:00    Concert with NWACC Chamber Singers:  Mosaic in Music 

    Reception after Concert 

 

Saturday – May 3 

  8:30     Registration Opens  

  9:00     General Session/ AFMC Reports  

10:00     Election & Installation of Officers 

10:20     Break 

10:30     Mosaic Musical Moments 

11:00     Presentation of Yick Scholarship Winners and Performances  

11:30     Luncheon with Deborah Freeman and OIO Guests:  

     Nancy Preis, General Manager of Opera in the Ozarks along with OIO singers  
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1:00      Jr. Workshop: with René Garcia-Oliver 

    “We got Music,  Rhythm…Who Could Ask for Anything More?”  

 2:00     Jr. Honors Recital     

 2:50      Announcements & Final Remarks  

 3:00     Benediction 

 
 
 

 

Friday – 3:30 – Folk Music: The Sweet Sound of the Dulcimer 

 Lisa Ferguson, Sande Sederburg, and Mary Stewart all play vari-
ous instruments and are members of the instrumental group Southern Strings.  
They will highlight dulcimers – hammered, mountain, and bowed dulcimers. 
They will briefly talk about each instrument and its history, and will play a se-
lection of songs that illustrate the variety and range of these instruments. 

 

Saturday – 1:00 – Drumming:  We Got Rhythm, Music…Who Could 
Ask for Anything More? 

 
René Garcia-Oliver will lead a drumming workshop with jun-
iors and adults as part of the Junior Day at the convention.  
René has degrees in nursing and also in music/vocal fine arts 
which contribute to her work in music as therapy.  She works 
with diverse ages in helping people to live well. 

 

  Mosaic Musical Moments….what is that? 
 
  There are 3 Mosaic Musical Moments planned during the 
Convention.  Members of each of the 6 clubs in the Northern 
District of AFMC will perform a variety of music in a variety of 
ways.  These performances will tie our Convention theme to-
gether beautifully with a Mosaic of Musical styles, instru-
ments, and people.  These musical moments will give a 
beautiful picture of some of the wonderful musicians that 
make up AFMC.  Who we are and what we do is rather spe-
cial and we want to celebrate that fact. 



Deborah T. Freeman  
 
 
 

2025 Convention  
Planning Committee 

 
Carol Moore, Chair  

Cynthia Augspurger  
Christine Graham  

Joretta Evans  
Freda Goodman 

Gloria Grilk  
Nancy Noyes 

 
 
 

Hosted by AFMC Northern District Clubs 
 

 Andante Bella Vista 
 NWA Music, Arts, & Poetry Students 

 Ft. Smith Coterie  
 Russellville Music Club 

 Walnut Ridge Schubert Club 
 Jonesboro Treble Clef Club 
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Guest Speaker 

Deborah is the current 
NFMC President. She pre-
viously served three years 
as First Vice President, 
eight years as NFMC 
American Music Division 
chair, and has held numer-
ous positions on the Board of Directors and 
Executive Committee. She is a Life Member of 
the National Federation of Music Clubs and a 
Rose Fay Thomas Fellow.  

She is a member of American College of 
Musicians, Society for American Music, First 
Vice President of the National Music Council, 
and serves the South Carolina Federation of 
Music Clubs as NW Area I Festival Director 
and Festival Financial chair. Deborah is a 
charter member of Carolina Jessamine Fel-
lows and past president of SCMTA (South 
Carolina Music Teachers Association), GMTA 
(Greenville Music Teachers Association), 
GWMC (Greenville Woman’s Music Club) and 
CMC (Crescent Music Club). She was named 
one of Greenville’s Most Beautiful Women in 
2011 to honor her volunteer work with young 
musicians and SCMTA Teacher of the year in 
2020.  

When she is not busy teaching and trav-
eling, Deborah enjoys being with family and 
working in her rose garden. 
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Convention Location 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Shewmaker Center For Workforce Technologies  
1000 SE Eagle Way   Bentonville, AR 72712 

 

Hotel Information 

 We have made arrangements with Court-
yard Marriott Bentonville to block a sec-
tion of 10 rooms for AFMC.  The cost is 
$149.00 plus tax & fees. Breakfast is in-
cluded. They have set aside 10 rooms (5 
King & 5 double Queen) for our group to 
reserve.  Last day to book with Courtyard 
at this rate is April 20, 2025.  If you want 
to book with Courtyard, you can call the 
hotel & ask for the AFMC Convention 
rate. 

 
Courtyard Marriott Bentonville 

1001 McClain Road    Bentonville, AR 72712 
Phone: 479-273-3333 

 

Check in:  Friday, May 2, 2025 3:00 pm 
Check out:  Saturday, May 3, 2025   12 noon 

 



 

Jolene Williams, Festival Chair 

We are still anticipating more Arkansas Festival season 

2025 results, but I can tell you that hundreds of students 

have participated, and many Federation Cups (trophies) 

are right now being shipped all over the state to students 

who earned them this year! Here are just a few stories 

from my studio in Hot Springs. This is where it starts: with 

a student and his or her personal 

Festival journey. 

Meet Lincoln. He is a very polite 

third grader who has been taking piano lessons for almost 

three years. He is typically stoic but couldn’t help breaking into 

the biggest grin when he heard the news that he had earned a 

Superior-Plus rating at festival and, because it was his third 

consecutive Superior, he had earned his 15-point Gold Cup. 

Now let’s meet Kyler, who has been taking 

piano lessons for three years. He is an out-going fourth grader 

who has been motivated to work towards earning his 15-point 

gold cup ever since last Festival season! When he heard that he 

had earned a Superior-Plus rating at festival and would receive 

his Gold Cup, he was overjoyed – yes, he did a monkey-like hap-

py dance right in the festival venue foyer! 

And here is Anna, a sweet and diligent eighth 

grader, who began piano studies four years ago. She earned a 

Superior at her first Festival and then took a break before partici-

pating again last year and this year. Even though she has only 

two consecutive Superiors, her Cup Program points from the 

first year combined with these past two years give her enough to 

receive her 15-point Gold Cup. I’m so glad the points accrue, re-

gardless of rating or continuity. 
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 At the end of each Festival season, after all the months of choosing music, learning, 

memorizing, preparing to perform, and then going through the Festival experience 

itself, students have gained so much! This includes building skills and character, as 

well as certificates of participation (and who could earn ratings or Cups without par-

ticipating?) and for Superior performances, helpful and encouraging ratings sheets 

from judges, and – once they’ve earned enough points – a Gold or Silver Cup! 

Thank you to all who organized or volunteered to make the Festival in your area or 

in our State a reality for the hundreds of students participating this year. 

For the love of music, 

Jolene Williams 

AFMC Festival and Federation Cup Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does your club share and cele-
brate National Music Week with your 
community, club, and with your Jun-
iors?  The theme for 2025 is “Music 
is...Unstoppable”.  There are so 
many ideas on the NFMC website 
about Natonal Music Week and 
these may spark other ideas for your 
particular community.   
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AFMC Club News  
 

Little Rock Musical Coterie 
Suzanne Babbie, President 

 
The Little Rock Musical Coterie’s 

February 9 meeting and concert 

was titled “Dvorak, Brahms and 

Rachmaninoff” was presented 

by Coterie First Vice President, Dr. 

Naoki Hakutani.  The four-handed 

and six-handed piano selections 

were each performed with amazing 

perfection for a very grateful audi-

ence.  

Left to right: Coterie President Su-

zanne Babbie; pianist Dr. Jaeyeon Park; pianist Dr. Naoki Hakutani; Mrs.Gigi Gaqi; and pi-

anist Dr. Gjergil Gaqi. 

 
The Little Rock Musical Coterie’s March 9 Founder’s Day concert (postponed due 

to January’s inclement weather) was titled “A Dickens of A Story” presented by Drs. 

Ouida and George Keck. Their delightful presentation recounted NFMC’s historical 

triumphs over the years, was 

reminiscent of the film 

a Wonderful Life. 

The musical part of the con-

cert featuring women compos-

ers was performed by four su-

perbly talented opera singers.  

Left to right: Mezzo-Soprano Di-

ane Kesling; pianist Janine Tin-

er; Soprano Christine Donahue; 

Soprano Tressa Tiner; and So-

prano Mary Rowe. 
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Hot Springs Music Club  
Dr. Tom Bolton, President 

 
The Hot Springs Music Club presented its March program entitled “A Celebration of 

Sacred Music,” part of a series of programs throughout the year that highlight differ-

ent types of music found in our community and our culture. 

The varied program included tenor Dr. Jeduthan Kim, Assistant Professor of Voice 

at Ouachita Baptist University, who presented music in the Korean language based 

on scripture passages. He was accompanied by Mary Chung, coordinator of the pi-

ano department at OBU. 

The Village Chorale, under the direction of Dr. Tom Bolton and accompanied by 

Kathy Mesko, presented three religious selections that reference biblical prophecy, 

including a complicated a cappella representation of the final judgement from Reve-

lation. 

Also on the program was the First United Methodist Church "Ukestra," a ukelele 

group under the direction of Dr. Tish Kennedy Davenport, who also played a Sacred 



 

Page 10 

AFMC Convention Newsletter 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Hot Springs continued: 

Sacred Harp medley on the flute accompanied by Preston Sweeden. 

Other program participants included the Ladies’ Ensemble from First Baptist Church, 

soprano Jolene Williams accompanied by Lowella Cherry, and pianist Magnolia 

Powell. 

Hot Springs Music Club  

A Celebration of Folk Music 

Pulaski County Rackensack Folklore Society 
 

Hot Springs Music Club’s April 6 program, "A Celebration of Folk Music," featuring 

the Pulaski County Rackensack Folklore Society, emphasizes the importance of nur-

turing and continuing traditional mountain music using only acoustic instruments. Its 

members come from all over central Arkansas to play fiddles, banjos, mandolins, 

dulcimers, bass fiddles, harmonicas and guitars. You may also see less common 

items such as the musical saw, and dancing dolls, which were used as rhythm in-

struments.  Story-telling and dancing are welcome too, in keeping with the old-time 

heritage.  The program will be at the First United Methodist Church Cupp Center, 

218 Pratt Street in Hot Springs.  
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NWA Music, Art, & Poetry Students 
 

On March 15, 2025, the NWA MAPS 
met at First United Methodist Church 
in Bella Vista to give a program of mu-
sic ranging from folk music and sa-
cred music to Broadway tunes, along 
with the NFMC President’s song, 
“God Bless America”.   
Acoustical guitar music (by Ferdinand 
Carulli) and piano music (Frederic 
Chopin) were represented. 

The pictures of the Bella Vista Wind Quin-
tette, playing “The Irish Suite” (and 
dressed appropriately!) included Dr. Terry 
and Cynthia Augspurger, Lisa Morrell, 
Charlotte Sorenson, led by Jean Kittel-
son.  The Suite included “Kerry Dance”, 
“Lullaby, and “Irish Washerwoman”.  
  
 
 
Teresa Gomez played as she sang a 
medley of sacred music based on “This is 
my Father’s World” and “For the Beauty of the Earth” (both arranged by David Mad-
dux.  Sande Sederburg played “Arkansas Traveler” on the Hog Fiddle.   
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It's getting closer!  Your opportunity to spend several days in the lovely city of Austin, 

deep in the heart of Texas.  Plans are coming together for four days of informative 

workshops from professionals including Dr. Martha Hilley and Mark Hayes.   

 

There will be a concert from the newly selected 2025 Young Artists. The 2005 

Young Artist in Women's Voice, Mela Dailey will speak at the Rose Fay Thomas 

luncheon.  She will also be heard in concert on Thursday evening.  There will be 

NFMC award winners performing Musical Moments, and a true Texas Experience on 

Tuesday night—complete with line-dancing and Bar-B-Q! 

 

So start making your plans now to come to Austin, Texas, June 10-14.   Enjoy your 

time at the Hilton Austin Airport Hotel and enjoy Music in the Heart of Texas.   

Registration form, detailed schedule, and general information is available on the 

NFMC website. 

YA'LL COME!!!! 
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It Was a Lover and His Lass 
 
 

It was a lover and his lass, 
   With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino, 

That o’er the green cornfield did pass, 
   In springtime, the only pretty ring time, 
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding; 

Sweet lovers love the spring. 
 

Between the acres of the rye, 
   With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino, 

Those pretty country folks would lie, 
   In springtime, the only pretty ring time, 
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding; 

Sweet lovers love the spring. 
 

This carol they began that hour, 
   With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino, 

How that a life was but a flower 
   In springtime, the only pretty ring time, 
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding; 

Sweet lovers love the spring. 
 

And therefore take the present time, 
   With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino, 

For love is crownèd with the prime 
   In springtime, the only pretty ring time, 
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding; 

Sweet lovers love the spring. 
 

By William Shakespeare 
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   Onstage at OIO 
A Bridge to the Professional Opera World 

 
 

Celebrating Our 75th Season! 
 

Join us as we commemorate our 75th year with the inaugural  

season of  our new, state-of-the-art theatre. Young and emerging 

artists experience intensive training and perform in professional 

opera productions at Opera in the Ozarks.  

 
Book your tickets for these fabulous shows at  

operaintheozarks.com.   
 

Check out the new OIO website for more information. 
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May 2-3, 2025 

AFMC 100th Convention 
NWA Community College 

Bentonville, AR 

 

May 4 – 11, 2025  
National Music Week 

 "Music is...unstoppable" 
 

June 10 - 14, 2025 
2025 NFMC Convention 

Austin Airport Hilton 
Austin, Texas 

 

June 27- July 25, 2025 

Opera in the Ozarks Season 
Carmen 

The Merry Widow 
Into the Woods 
Inspiration Point 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas 
opera.org 

 

*July 23 - 25, 2025*  
(change of date) 

NFMC South Central Region 
Federation Days 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas 

 
September 13, 2025 

AFMC Conference 
Little Rock, Arkansas 



 

Convention Registration Form 

(complete and mail along with check) 

 

Name _________________________________ Email____________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________ State____________ Zip___________ 

Club ___________________________________________________________ 

Club office ______________________AFMC Chair of_____________________ 

MEALS  
 
FRIDAY – Catered by Papa Mike’s Catering 

Menu:  Chicken Cordon Bleu, Seasoned Green Beans, Roasted Potatoes, Salad, Yeast 
Roll, Chocolate or Lemon Cake 

  
SATURDAY – Catered by Newk’s     Please choose one - 
 
____Newk’s Club Sandwich - Ham, turkey, bacon, Swiss, cheddar, lettuce, tomatoes, mayo and hon-
ey mustard with Chips, Fruit Cup, & Cookie 
 
____Chicken Salad on Croissant - Scratch-made chicken salad made with grapes, pecans and red 
onions, topped with provolone, lettuce, tomatoes and mayo, Chips, Fruit Cup, Cookie 

____Cobb Salad - All-natural chicken, bacon, mixed greens, diced eggs, Gorgonzola, grape toma-
toes, green onions, pecans, and croutons served with Ranch dressing, Chips, Cookie 

 

Registration Fee:   $20.00    $____________ 

Friday Dinner:   $18.00                                   $____________ 

Saturday Luncheon:  $16.00     $____________ 

I wish to contribute to the AFMC Convention        $____________ 

 

       Total  $____________ 

 

Please make checks payable to AFMC.  Send registration form and checks to: 

Kathie White/AFMC President 
125 Larkspur Court 

Hot Springs, AR  71901 
 

Registration Deadline:  Friday, April 18th, 2025 


